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“quanvn unpleasant it may be to ** delicate organi.
‘ < Ml Totede 3 -
who will insist on m a spad Fene
%o ““denominating” it *a horsiculbural
Nc;x the d:;:on who struck work
pardon : y only ‘¢ resi their professional
appointments "—do not Bkogmt: be ctlid trades’
unionists. They prefer to torm themselves ““a com-
hmbtw}otm o obtain a fair reward for thei,
labour,” And o far forth there is no objection to b
mdo to their choice of a title, Bat when they go
step fu_rthe_x and say that their combination is not the
same in principle as & workmen’s combination—w,
indéed, ' they do t::t hesitate to condemn ¢ g4
com!| in workmen's sense ”’ as ‘qun-
justifiable,” and to declare that s oombiuti:n
in the 1sense” is ‘*both right and necessary »
—then it becomes a duty, no matter whose sensibilities
may- be shocked by the process, to show that, in poing
of fact, **a horticultural implement ” ig precisely the
same thing as a spade after all, Now, the one end and
aim of a workmen's trades’ union i to raise wages,
ere can be no doubt about that, The means used by
the members' of & workmen’s trades’ union to accom-
plish that end are striking in a body when they do not
consider themselyes sufficiently well paid, and
‘““sending to Coventry” workmen who take their
places, The one end and aim of the doetors’ com-
bination is to raise the rate of their profes-
sional ‘remuneration, which—we do not use the
words jn any offensive gene—is precisely the same
¢ carry out the purpose of their combination are
resigning

implement,”

recently—we beg

ir_appointments, when do not think
themselves sufficiently well pdd-—tl::ez;m thing as
workmen striking—and sending to Coventry” mem-
bers of the profession who accept the vacant posts, For
tl.nolﬂdotm we cannot see wherein these two com-
meMou of workmen and combinationg
of professional men—differ in principle.  We have no
objeciion ‘Whatever to the two combinations being
called by different names ; but we do object to any
attempt to show that while the one ought to be sup-
pressed the other deserves encouragement, |

|

There had been an_“ immense ” depreciation in the vaiue not oniy or it

Claw

material but also of goods—the losses in Liverpool alone from this cause during

the past year having amounted to little less than fiv

of the district had upon the whole been well

e millions—but the solvency
maintained.

He urged the

Chamber to continue their efforts to obtain permanent supplies of cotton at

moderate prices, for, “instead of depending

they ought to have twenty important soutces of supply.”
touched upon in the hon. gentleman’s speech was tl ;
" He pointed out the gross injustice which creditors suffered under the existing

upon America and India alone,
” Among the other subjects

hat of the bankruptcy law.

system, and urged the importance of pressing for a thorough reform of the law.

In the Dublin Court of Queen’s Bench yeste

rday the Lord Chief Justice

and Mr. Justice George were against the application to remove the case against
the Zrishman newspaper from the jurisdiction of the Commission Court, and Mr.
Justices Fitzgerald and O’Brien took the opposite view. There was accordingly no
Mr. Justice Fitzgerald would
have allowed the motion only with aview toabetter jury. Whatwasaseditiouslibel
was a question for them alone. There was no question for the judge either of
law or fact, and he would act on the trial rather as a legal assessor giving his
best assistance to the jury, if assistance was required. The ten documents
alleged to be seditious libels might be dealt with in the indictment

rule, and the several judges assigned their reasons.

in several ways. It might be alleged that th

€y

were in
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| THE BIRMINGHAM GENERAL DISPEN-

+SARY AND ITS MEDICAL STAFF,
- [From the Lancet.] :

The medical prectitioners of Birmingham are not 5o
oocupied with the club question as to be unsable to enter-
tain another, kindred but quite distlnct, and one which s
destined to engage the attention of the profession more and
more, We refer to the subjest of honorary fees to
bonorary cofficers of medical instituntions, The absolute
refusal of medical men to do any bonorary work without
some pecuniary acknowledgment is contemplated by some
members of the profession, We must say that we
lnvfe I;ot Paeh that = point, Ogﬂh hsl‘ unli&ze
profession, as peonliar powers, and has always
from the very nature of tho?; powers andlof the social

,conditions of the poor, strong human sympathies which
have led it to do more work for nothing than any other
profession. As we are llkely, for some time to come at
any r“l:f to have the poor with us, we can see no{immediate
probability of its belog the duty of the profession absolutely
to refuse gratultous servive to those chacitable inssitutions

| which contemplate whe assistance of the deceat poor

"who are too well off for ish reliet, But If all
such institutions were in e comfortable ocondition
of the Blrmingham General Dispensary, the duty of the

{ profession. would be very clear, The entire honorary

l medical staff of this dispeneary has resigned, because the
committee has declined to grant » honorvarium to the
members in acknowledgement of their services, Fourfeen

‘ years ago the staffl made a similar request, It was then

| deollned on the score of want of funds, Now this

"snswer csnnot be msde, for the institutlon is the

. richest of the kind in England., ‘It possesses £15,000.
in excellent investments ; and is in a tlon, according
to the average of some years, to fund another £1,000,
aunually. In short, it is not easy to dispose of the abound.
ing income of the dispensary.  Under these elroumstances,

« it is most natural that Jiie honorary medical officers should
ask for some gratulty in mere recognition of their laborious
services, The committee decline on the ground that. as
they cannot remunerate the services of» its medical
officers, it 1 better to withhold all pecuniary recogni-

i tlon of them, It is sald that a bad excuse is better than
none, This is the principle, we presume, upon which the
committee have acted, Wauocan be surpiised at the prompt

ignation of the whole staff© “ Last year,” says the
Birmingham Daily Post, * 7,241 patlents attended ; 3,672
were seen by the henorary medical officer ; and even of the
remainder—attended by the pald medical stafi—a large
number were visited at their own homes by the hono-
rary staff,” If the committee would reflect on the Iabour
implied ¥u these statements, they would be more con-
sclous of the inadequacy of a complimentary vote of
thanks at an anoual mesting as a re tlon of

themw, Where this is all that is le, 1t is
! sufficlent, and the medical prgfemon_mﬂl!.ﬂo e i

| gratuitous service, But whe

However unpleasant it way be to ** delicate organi-
sations,” there are plain practical people in the world
who will insist on calling a spade a spade in preference
to *denowinating ” it *“a horiculbural implement,”
Now the doctors who struck work recently—we beg
pardon : they only * resigned their professional
appointments "—do not like to be called trades’
unionists. They prefer to term themselves ““a com-
bination of men to obtain a fair reward for thei
labour,” And so far forth there is no objection %o b
made to their choice of a title. But when they go
step farther and say that their combination is not the
same in principle as a workmen’s combination—when
indéed, 'they do not hesitate to condemn ¢ g
combination ' in the workmen's sense” as ‘¢ un-
justifiable,” and to declare that ‘‘a combination
in the professions] sense” is “*both right andnecessary ”
—then it becomes a duty, no matter whose sensibilitics
may be shocked by the process, to show that, in poiat
of fack, **a horticultural implement ” is precisely the
samie thing as a spade after all. Now, the one end and
aim of a workmen's trades’ union is to raise wages,
Thére can be no doubt about that. The means used by
the members of a workmen’s trades’ union to accom-
plish that end are striking in a body when they do not
consider themselves sufficiently well paid, and
““sending to Coventry” workmen who take their
p!lcea. The one end and aim of the doctors’ com-
bination is to raise the rate of their profes-
sional remuneration, which—we do not nse the
words in any offensive sense—is precisely the same
thing in dssence as wages. The means the doctors

adopt to carry out the purpose of their combination are
resigning their appointments, when they do not think
themselves sufficiently well paid—the same thing as
workmen striking—and *‘sending to Coventry” mem-
bers of the profession who accept the vacant posts. For
the life of nus we cannot see wherein these two com-
binations—combinations of workmen and combinations
of professional men—differ in principle.  We have no
objeclion whatever to the two combinations being
called by different names ; but we do object to any
attempt to show that while the one ought to be sup-
preszed the other deserves encouragement, [

I 1568, Joll Vnsdl Jon. 3471 5CH-

refused on a fanciful princip) The Devon and Cornwall Chamber of Agriculture held its annual meeting
profession should assert strc at Plymouth yesterday,under the presidency of Sir Massey Lopes, Bart., M.P.

most extenaive feeling abroad T} chamber, though Jet in its infancy, numbers 600 members. The meeting
was largely and influentially attended. The Earl of Morley, the president, was
re-clected, and the chamber resolved to remain unaffiliated with any other
body except the central chamber in London. On the principle that taxation
and representation should go together, the meeting approved the establishment in
the two counties of financial boards on the elective principle. Next, the chamber
discussed Mr. Percy Wyndham’s bill for the rating of mines. This subject has

too cheap ; snd in the plet
. of the Birmingham Dis
officers as ;ioaitively unfal
profession if they bad not
they have dome, The pay
| officers is no mew principl
which has to be now disc

satier, It leaves ample roo created quite a ferment in Cornwall. Mr. Wyndham attributes the defeat of his
kipdness In'medioal officers;| 1ill last session to the Cornish element. The following resolutions were carried
ingtitutions which'aremade | ;1\animously :—1. That the levying of rates for local purposes being a fiscal
:f‘m ‘322:;&"%:3{" necessity of the community in general, all property should contribute an
committee and .ugﬂ was equitable share; 2, That the exemption of mines, woods, and plantations
were to meet for ite from assessment to local rates is especially unjust, the first evading the obliga-
Wh are quite content to.awd tion only recently by a mere technical point, and the latter as representing a

The governors are doubtless

will be ready to meet the

whoze services the institutio
e —————

large and improvable property. 3rd. That the Chamber, considering that a bill
has been introdued into the House of Commons, desires to express its opinion
on the equity of the principle, but thinks that the bill as now framed will be

wholly inoperative for effecting the object sought to be obtained.

MEDICAL “OOMBINATION” 7. TRAD:
UNIONISM.,
0 the Evrron. of the Darry Posr, :
Sir,—I have read Dr, Heslop’s letter in this day's Post,
copied from the LZancet, wherein h
frades unionism, as spplied to the medical profession

of terms both unreasonable and unjustifiable towards the
poorer brethren of his craft, Dr, Heslop deplores that it
should be possible for medical men to mococept 23 6d. per
member in club practice, forgetting that what was of the
gteuieai advantage to the msjorlty of the present suooeas-
ul_practitioners, and was in fact the foundation npon
which they bave builh their present honourable posision
and pto:gerlty, will be of equal value to the rising young
men of the present.and future time ; and also forgetting
that olub doctors give the fag endsof the day to elub
members, which could not be devoted to their

rt;iglqlon‘:l dutles, gut t.hbtil t:fue gihn: l:( the 12.10

tter is to prepare the public for ¢ auguration
medical fradesunionism and local terrorism, or in
dooctor’s own words : **To refuse to meet with, and
held from, medical men acoepting less than 5s, per hetd,
professional countenance and sanction ;” or in other words,
to Llackball the poorer portion of ;the profi and drive
them out by the adoption of the practice recently exposed
at Sheffield and other fowns—namely, by rattening and
ploketing ; and that, too, in a more terrible form—by soolal
odium and professional outlawry.

In justice to the hard-wor. young surgeon, and
alto to provident socleties, and for the information
of the public, I beg to request the publication
of the following document, which has recelvad tho signe-
tures of most of the well-established medical gentlomen
of Blrmingham and suburbs :—

**The undersigned members of the medicsl profession,
practicing in this town (Birmingham) and the mmnndl:g
suburbsn district, bere dod’-n_w m""ﬁ,
the principle Jadd down in the report by the
mingham Branch of Asso’

3

of the Brl Mediocal

clation in December, 1867 :—That 5s g: head per annum
be the minimum payment received by the surgeons of such
ml‘hh::hledth lvés not to acoept any
it ereby pledge themse| no ac
8] Intgmt as gurgeon to & club at aless t than
the sbove, And they further bind themselves from the
date of this document not to become ocandidates for, or
allow themselves to be eleoted to, the office of surgeon to
avy roclety that may become vacant owing to the vesig-
natlon or dismissal of the surgeon on the question of
remuneration at the above rate, E X

“Phey finally hereby Jskdge themselves to withhold their
lnf 1 ll 1ds a; nn;;nffro _fhr‘(:lnazwumbm#
the medica ession deviai m this rule®

Signed onpg:fhslf of the Br,l‘fhh Medical Assoclation by
the Chairman of the Birmingham Branch ; then follows
the signatures of varlous surgeons and physiclans,

Now, sir, I feel sure that all right-minded men will
agree with me that it is o most unjustifisble use of their

wer and influence to hold over the heads of their less
‘ortunate brethren the threat oontained in the last clause
of the above document ; and it 1s due fo the publle that
such should be atonce withdrawn, lea each member of
the profession at full liberty to follow their own course,
after the wishes of their soclety have been made knowa to
them, I belleve that ench and all of the medioal gentle-
men of this and other fowns have a perfect riché to band
themaelves, and to charee 203, per head, if siich s Shele
will and pleasure ; and if such soclsties will pay $holr do-
mand the better for them, But I altogsther dispute
right to hold over the heads of as good men as themselves
threats of disgrace and obloquy, merely because thelr
poverty compels thelracoeptanceof alower olass of patients
and remuneration than their richer brethren, We have
recently had costly Oommissions sitting in different towns,
to expose and punish =all forms of ocollective influence
on Individual freedom (or free trade), and I think Bir«
mingham Is the last yhoe to import it into, as we have
happily, so for, been free fr
have anticipated its advent Amouﬁu arlsing
oated classes. Having put my hand to the plonlgh, I
to offer, in the interess of benefit societies, a fow ta
that havo arisen in oy mind since reading the correspond-
ence, in your excellent dally paper, relativeto the
sation the medieal and surglcal department, w
should it meet with approval, remove the present caunss

of dispute,
I am, sir, a constant subseriber, and yours, very respeet-

full
ﬂnduwrth, February 17, 1868, B. B
P,8,—I enclose my card.

it

To the EprToR 0f the DAILY POST.

Sir,—How can I, as & manufaoturer, argue with, or try
to shew my men the wrong of combination, ‘“}f tho letter
of Dr, Heslop, He recommends $he sending to Coventry™
of all who do not join in his views. Th&:nm
workman perhaps ches the head of A
interferes with his ﬁ':. of what he ought o have
labour ; and, in my opinion, Dr, would
mind what was done short of that I do
gives us—to wit,

diff les he
:zh:—w:t:n ‘h:xmne & Commission to enquire In

working of trades unions amongsé the upper olasses,
could say more to show thas, if every trad

the shoemaker, the grocer, &c.—ocould do the same
doctors are trylog to do, things would come to &

pass,
¥ tfally,
February 18, 1868 A MANUFACTURER.

Eg}
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