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. itsown law. I think it high time that those of my

M, Lovd yisi

'woman, wi

“tion of labourers e

bhone “Qacstion.  Me said ;-

Fopty veurs ago o sien working twelve hours, a day

would h:W“ ved sufiidient for making a dosan,
of trousers to support afamily foy Q\Mhiﬁ!f%

d a.ghop in Wohitechapelf ivere a,
a machine and thres fomal 1she
working leng hiours, made a dozen pair of tropsers .
day, for which they received, afier deducting “Sewit
trimmings, 8s. In 1861 there were 12,000 femali
ewployed in the tailoring trade of the metroplis, 3,000}

of whom never worked lese than 14, frequently 15, o |«
| 18'hours a day, occasionally all night, for 7s. to 105, a

week. Iknow, from good authority, that there are
practises quite as bad in other trades where women and
children are employed, but they have not come Junder
any personal observation. A law was passed in 1867
to put 2 stop to this abomination, but itis a shgm.
The same Parliameut that added .63,000,000 & yean

our permanent expenditure could not afford a few
thousands for a staff of workshop inspeetors to enforce

friends who take an active partin elcctioueeringI shonld
interrogste the eandidates about this matter. e then
proved, from Government statistics, that the develop-
ment and inereasc of the pewers of production ia our
staple frades had far outstripped the increased demand
for labour or the inercased number of persons em- |
ployed. In the ten years, from 1850 to 1860." the raw B
material consumed in the cotton trade had increased ||
103 per cent. ; the export of yarn 52 per cent. ;. that of !
piece goods 104 per cent. ; the number of persons em= Il
ployed 12 per cent, 1In the stogking trade i increase !
of 344 per cent. of the exports had led to an increase of al
persons employed of 30 per cent. The foreign wool il
retained for home consumption had increased 97 per i
cent. ; the export of yarn 99 per cent.; picce goods 20
per cent. ; the persons employed 1 per ceut. A very !
consilerable inciease of
since then ; the number of persons employed had josi- |
tively diminished. _In proof of this he read a statement
from Dr. Marx's work on. politicil economy, whose
figures arc all based on government retarns, aceording
to whieh the number of adult persons employed di-
minished by 1,700 between 1856 and 1862; but the,
number of children under 14 Years of age had increased.,
The produce of the coal mines had incressed 43 per. |
cent. ; the number of persons guplosed 34 per cent.; ||
that of the iron ines had inictpased 55 per cent.: the |
number of persons employed 6 ¢f cent. The produce *
of the lead mines had ifidrehsed ¥,000 tongs the number
of persons employed had dithished by 3,008 The ex-
portation of machinéry had' incroased 268 per ¢eut. ;
the numlser of persons employed 43 per ceif, : and with
4 progressive fucrease of exports-the s ty of the
Amalgamated Eniecrs had-on an age 2,000
members out of employment on the funds every day
during the year 1867, In the rural districts the diminu-
loyed “hud been going on® con-
tinuously during the Jast thirty years. Hethought this
was a sofficient reason why the working classes should |
insist upon a gencral reduction of ‘the liours of labour,
Another reason was that all the medical inquiries that
bad taken place proved that the working population
was greatly overworked. ‘Two remarkable phesomena
had established this beyond a doubt. When the cotton
famine had set in, the death, rate in the cotton districis
hal greatly diminished. Again, last winter, when the
population of St. George's-in-the-East had been in a
state of semi-starvation, the death rate which was usually
higher than in any other metropolitan dig:rict, had
fallen almost below the most favoured districts, This
was inconvertible evidence tunt full Wwork, which was |
synonymous with over work, was more destructive to
life than privation, He then pointed to the increase of
wealth that had lately takau plrce, which led him to
the conclusion that society could very well afford to pay
the labourer the increased wages, ‘which woald be the
inevitable result of a geperal reduction of the hours of
laboar, ¥

Citizen Milner. eould mof take the same view of the
subject. A peuneral yeduetion of the houre of laboar,
however desirable, meant a diminution of the produc-
tion of wealtii; the oppasition it would ‘encounter
frem those who had atmassed large fortunes out of other
pecple’s labour would be too great for the working -
classes to overcome, e thought a rise of wages could
easier be obtained ; the reduction of the hours ol Jabour
would follow that.

Citizen Marx equld not coincide with Eccarius, that
it would lead to a ceause
where the restrictions had been introduced the instru -
ments of production had been vastlv, morg,developed
than in otﬁer trades. It had the cffect of nftroducing
more machinery, and made production on a small seale |
more and morg impossible, which, however, was neces-
sary to arrive at social produétion. The sanitary ques-
tion was scttled, But a reduction of the hours of
labour was also indispengable to give the working class
more time for mental culture. Legislative restrictions’!
were the first step towards the mental and physical |
elevation and the uftimnte emancipation of the working
classes, Nobody denied, now-a-days, that the State
must interfere on behalf of the wonlen and ehildren sid
and a restriction of their hours led, in (MO8t instances, !
to a reduction of ‘the working time of the men.
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land bad taken the lead, othor countiifishad been
obliged to follow to seme extent. The tion had
seriously commenced in Germany, and the London
3 council was looked to for taking the lead, The prin-
ciple had been decided atformer Congresses ; the time Crry
for action had arrived. they w
Citizen Copeland thought the condition of the work- W
sses would be amieliorated by a reduction. candid
Citizen Weston did not think that any effort on the | posed,
part of the council would result in an improvemeant. directl;
; Citizen Lucraft was of opinion that the qtiestion ought | A mee
P mt’ ~ to be agitated. district
4 ,7(“4 % 2l crf . The debate was adjourned to Tuesday next. ;:OW{\’
: - < lackr
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representative of tlie National Labour Uuion of America, B8iley
in which the writer expressed regret that no provision | Of the
had been made for the expense of a delegate to Brassels, | St:and
and could not be made in time. Respecting the brick-.| Hon, ¢
layers’ strike of New York, Mr. Jessup states that it ig | 8nd wi
looked wpon as the grend struggle for the enforcement | of thos
of the eight hour law for the stat@of New York, and | elcction
that the working men of the United States were never go Mas
united as they now are to sapport the New York brick- | Lewis

layers, - Up to July 80 the bricklayers received | Therci;
20,000dols., and the sums pledged to be remitted when | ment di
called foramounted to 150,000dols. Besides, the men | the atte
had taken 25 contracts for new crections, alterations, and | his cont
enlargenitnt - of Luildings, amounting in all to | Gladsto
300,000dols. BRSNS

" Aletter was—sead=from Mr. Jessup, corresponding q Ported //‘_ : W o7 /4_“,,// //,,,./4(., 2.
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The correspondence from Germany announced that of the

-

- e a 5% : e e e e S e
the Austrian police has prohibited the fraternisation- pargien 'con’;is:; nf‘2-l members, residing in dilferent pargg of,! itane
fesst of the working class at Vienna. and that a pam- | Radiea Gerrany. to each of whom the original had to be sent | tectint
phlet has appeared at Berlin on the history and develop=~ | Widate to obtain his signatnre. Only one gave a moditipd ro- ' of*the
nfent of the International Working Men’s Association, | Sandw fusal. ~In Italy the Congress programme has been:pub- | unions
Dr. Marx has heen invited to the annual conference ut‘l‘ the sty lished in several papers, and M. D'Assie, the viee- | Zare of
the General Working Men's Union by the following | de’eng president of the Italian Working Men's Uniop; has been ’ now hd
letter: = To Dr, Carl Marx, in London. Bexlin, I comes appointed as delegnte to the Congressi ~ At Bologua and | in this/
July 6, 1868.—The undersigned president and executive | underl vicinity the right of meeting is suppresseds- the ofiicers | renorte

? of the General German Working Mea’s Unions do ‘ ol the of the working men’susocicties -are. in prisom. The\, subgerf
themselves ¢he honour. in consideration of the extras | went ¢ German Arbeiter Bilelungs Vereine of Switzerland, | membd
ordicary services you have rendered -to the canse of anti-sl comprising about 4,000 memhers, have at a general | roceive
labour by your work, * The Process of roduction of | a mecr delegate mecting, "beld nt Netfcharel, voted thieir il | teer col
Capital,’ to mvite ycu asa guest of honour tothe anunal | day ev tion to the International Association, . ingsinl

conference of the Union, which will assemble at [lam- lad o '

barg in_thaimonth of Anrast pext.”. The exeoutive | addres
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