
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nando Messias 

Archive  
(1992-2023)  

(MOT/MESSIAS) 
 

 

 

 

 
©Bishopsgate Institute 

Catalogued by Niamh Glanville-Frayne, July 2026 

 



MOT/MESSIAS   Nando Messias Archive  1992-2023 
 
Extent: 7 boxes; 7 oversized boxes; 1oversized volume; 5 posters; 1 

oversized photograph; 1237 jpgs.; 9 MP4 files 

 

Name of Creator: Nando Messias 

 

Administrative / Biographical History: Nando Messias is a trans-disciplinary, 

London based performance artist, choreographer and queer academic, whose 

work straddles performance art, dance and theatre. Their artistic practice 

confronts gender and transgender identity, visibility and violence, rooted in 

their personal experience of navigating all of these within the world, 

particularly navigating transphobia and other forms of discrimination and 

exclusion they have been subject to. Messias’ work balances the political and 

ethical foreground of their work, with playfulness, glamour and humour, and 

their archive still holds the scents of perfumes worn in various performances. 

 

As well as a practitioner, Nando is movement director and a researcher of 

queer theory and performance. Nando’s publications include ‘Sissy that Walk: 

The Sissy’s Progress’ in Queer Dramaturgies (2016), ‘visibility: Performance 

and Activism’ in Performing Interdisciplinarity (2017), 'Injurious Acts: A 

Struggle With Sissy in Performance in Choros International Dance Journal 

(2018), 'Bibi is a Sissy: Drag, Death by Silence and the Journey to Self-

Determination from Brazil to Britain' in Drag Histories, Herstories and 

Hairstories (2020), 'This is My Body: the Queer Messianic Dysphoria of The 

Pink Supper' (2022) and 'TransMission: Sissy TV' (2023). 

 

Nando’s solo work has been curated by the Live Art Development Agency as 

part of the programme ‘Just Like a Woman,’ shown in the City of Women 

Festival in Ljubljana (2013), New York and London (2015). They were the 

recipient of 2019 Library of Performing Rights Commission for which they 

developed The Pink Supper. 

 

Scope and Content: The archive of Nando Messias, which sits within the 

Museum of Transology collection, includes papers and ephemera, which span 

from press cuttings, programmes and flyers, all relating to work and 

performances by Nando or relating to Nando; notebooks which include 

various working project notes, and personal diary entries; illustrations; posters; 

and various papers relating to different performance projects including 'The 

Pink Supper'; 'The Sissy's Progress'; 'Death and the Sissy'; 'Shoot the Sissy'; 

'Trainers'; various posters and exhibition captions; various photographic 

material including physical and digital records; videos, capturing various 

performances and a short film by Nando, and also videos collected by Nando; 

various writings, scripts and administrative papers; publications collected by 

Nando, many of which feature references to Nando or collaborations with 

Nando; Nando's performance archive, which consists of items and objects 

from various performances, and also object description forms filled out by 



Museum of Transology volunteers, as well as tags with former object 

references, the performance archive includes material from 'Sissy!'; 'All of Me'; 

'Shoot the Sissy'; 'Death and the Sissy'; 'The Pink Supper'; 'Aurora'; 

'Transmission: Sissy TV'; and 'Walking Failure'. 

 

System of Arrangement: No further arrangement required. 

 

Language/scripts of material: 

English; French; Portugeuse 

 

Access conditions: 

APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

Copying conditions: 

Photocopying, scanning and digital photography (without flash) is permitted 

for research purposes on completion of the Library's Copyright Declaration 

form and with respect to current UK copyright law. 

 

Finding Aids: 

Axiell catalogue and copy of hand list available in the researcher’s area 

 

Rules and Conventions: 

Compiled in compliance with General International Standard Archival 

Description, ISAD(G), second edition, 2000; National Council on Archives 

Rules for the Construction of Personal, Place and Corporate Names, 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



MOT/MESSIAS Nando Messias Archive 
 

1992-2023 

 Nando Messias is a London based 
performance artist, choreographer and 
queer academic, whose work straddles 
performance art, dance and theatre. Their 
performances combine beautiful images 
with a fierce critique of gender, visibility and 
violence. Nando has performed at 
prestigious venues such as the Royal Court, 
The Gate, Hayward Gallery, V&A, Tate 
Britain, Roundhouse, Royal Vauxhall 
Tavern and ICA, among other spaces 
across the UK and internationally.   
  
As well as a practitioner, Nando is 
movement director and a researcher of 
queer theory and performance. Nando’s 
publications include ‘Sissy that Walk: The 
Sissy’s Progress’ in Queer Dramaturgies 
(2016), ‘visibility: Performance and Activism’ 
in Performing Interdisciplinarity (2017), 
'Injurious Acts: A Struggle With Sissy in 
Performance in Choros International Dance 
Journal (2018), 'Bibi is a Sissy: Drag, Death 
by Silence and the Journey to Self-
Determination from Brazil to Britain' in Drag 
Histories, Herstories and Hairstories (2020), 
'This is My Body: the Queer Messianic 
Dysphoria of The Pink Supper' (2022) and 
'TransMission: Sissy TV' (2023).  
  
Nando’s solo work has been curated by the 
Live Art Development Agency as part of the 
programme ‘Just Like a Woman,’ shown in 
the City of Women Festival in Ljubljana 
(2013), New York and London (2015). They 
were the recipient of 2019 Library of 
Performing Rights Commission for which 
they developed The Pink Supper.  
  
  
The archive of Nando Messias, which sits 
within the Museum of Transology collection, 
includes papers and ephemera, which span 
from press cuttings, programmes and flyers, 
all relating to work and performances by 
Nando or relating to Nando; notebooks 
which include various working project notes, 
and personal diary entries; illustrations; 

 



posters; and various papers relating to 
different performance projects including 
'The Pink Supper'; 'The Sissy's Progress'; 
'Death and the Sissy'; 'Shoot the Sissy'; 
'Trainers'; various posters and exhibition 
captions; various photographic material 
including physical and digital records; 
videos, capturing various performances and 
a short film by Nando, and also videos 
collected by Nando; various writings, scripts 
and administrative papers; publications 
collected by Nando, many of which feature 
references to Nando or collaborations with 
Nando; Nando's performance archive, which 
consists of items and objects from various 
performances, and also object description 
forms filled out by Museum of Transology 
volunteers, as well as tags with former 
object references, the performance archive 
includes material from 'Sissy!'; 'All of Me'; 
'Shoot the Sissy'; 'Death and the Sissy'; 
'The Pink Supper'; 'Aurora'; 'Transmission: 
Sissy TV'; and 'Walking Failure'. 
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST  

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1 Papers and Ephemera 
 

1992-2020 

 Papers and ephemera of Nando Messias, 
which includes press cuttings; 
programmes and flyers from projects and 
performances involving Nando; notebooks 
containing various working notes, 
illustrations, plans, and diary entries; 
illustrations by Nando; papers relating to 
specific projects including 'The Pink 
Supper'; 'The Sissy's Progress'; 'Death 
and the Sissy'; Trainers'; posters; and 
exhibition captions. 
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST (see individual 
files) 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/1 Press Cuttings 
 

 

 Various press cuttings and newspapers 
that include articles on or references to 
Nando’s work.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/2 Programmes and Flyers 
 

1992-2020 



 Various programmes and flyers which 
feature works and performances by 
Nando Messias. Includes:   
  
Fold out leaflet, ‘GRAND GENET 
NOSSA SENHORA DES FLORES’ 
(14x10cm)   
  
Fold out leaflet, Palco & Cia Dancework, 
‘Ballet Favourites’ (7.5x21cm)   
  
A5 leaflet, Palck & Cia Danceworks, 
‘Ballet Favourites’ (December 2000)    
  
A5 leaflet, Palck & Cia Danceworks, 
‘Ballet Favourites’ (May 2001)   
  
Leaflet, Universidade Federal Do Rio 
Grande Do Sul theatre programme, 
featuring Nando Messias’ ‘Mediéa 
Desmedida’ (2002) (21x10cm)   
  
A5 flyer, ‘HITCHCOCK RI’    
  
2 flyers, ‘Mediéa Desmedida’ (15x11cm)   
  
Flyer, ‘Mediéa Desmedida’ (15x15cm)   
  
A5 flyer, ‘ALL THAT FALL’   
  
A5 programme for ‘ALL THAT FALL’    
  
Booklet, ‘PORTO VERÃ ALLEGRE 2002’ 
programme     
  
A5 leaflet, ‘Glamour, Grotesque and 
Guts conceived by Nando Messias and 
Biño Sauitzvy inspired by Jean Genet’s 
“Our Lady of the Flowers”’   
  
A5 leaflet, ‘DOUBLE R CLUB’ (17th May 
2011)   
  
A5 booklet, ‘LAFAYETTE HIGH SCHOLL 
DRAMA AND MUSIC DEPARTMENTS 
PRESENT FILDER ON THE ROOF’ 
(February 1992)   
  
A5 programme for UK Theatre’s ‘the 
diviners’ at Brigg Theatre, includes 

 



handwritten notes to Nando from the rest 
of the cast and production team (1995)   
  
Programme for ‘DOIS’ (20x20cm)   
  
Programme, ‘TRUPE DE 
EXPERIMENTOS TEATRA BUMBA 
MEU BOBO APRESENTA A GURADA 
CUIDADOSA’ (18x30.5cm)   
  
A5 leaflet, ‘O SÓTÃO, OU A 
CATÁSTROFF’    
  
A5 leaflet, ‘A BICICLETA DO 
CONDENADO’    
  
Central School of Speech and Drama 
MA Advanced Theatre Practice 
Performers 2005   
  
Central School of Speech and Drama, 
Festival of Emergent Artists Programme 
2006 including reference to Nando 
Messias’ ‘In My Shoes’ (15x21cm)   
  
A4 leaflet, for ‘In My Shoes’    
  
A5 fold out leaflet, Live Art Development 
Agency, (LADA) ‘LADA 20’   
  
A5 leaflet, LADA, ‘LADA Spring 2018’   
  
Fold out leaflet, The Science Museum, 
‘SCIENCE MUSEUM LATES’ (10x21cm) 
(2013)   
  
Booklet, ‘faits d’hiver’ (13x20cm) (2015)   
  
A5 booklet, Shout Festival, ‘SHOUT 
FESTIVAL OF QUEER ARTS & 
CULTURE’ (2015)   
  
A5 booklet, Liverpool John Moore’s 
University, ‘homotopia ART=LIFE’ (2015)   
  
Booklet, ‘OUTBURST QUEER ART 
FESTIVAL’ (2015)    
  
Booklet, ‘OUTBURST QUEER ART 
FESTIVAL 10’ (12.5x19cm) (2016)   



  
Booklet, Central School of Speech and 
Drama, ‘Collisions Festival of New 
Performance and Theory’ (16.5x24cm) 
(2010)   
  
A5 booklet, ‘ARTS ADMIN. 2014 
SUMMER’ (2014)   
  
A5 booklet, ‘QUEER ARTS FESTIVAL’ 
(2016)   
  
A5 booklet, Arts Admin, ‘2016 SPRING 
TOYNBEE STUDIOS’ (2016)   
  
A5 booklet, Arts Admin, ‘2017 AUTUMN 
TOYNBEE STUDIOS’ (2017)   
  
A5 booklet, Whitechapel Gallery, 
‘Whitechapel Gallery May-August 2018’ 
(2018)   
  
Flyer, Le Collectif des Yeux, ‘Le Collectif 
des Yeux présente Sissy! Nando 
Messias et Biño Satizvy’ (10.5x15cm) 
(2011)   
  
Flyer, Théâtre de la Girandole, ‘SISSY! 
LE COLLECTIF DES YEUX’ 
(10.5x15cm) (2013)   
  
Flyer, ‘THE BAD BREAST BY BRUCE 
LABRUCE’ (10.5x15cm) (2009)   
  
‘UNDER THE RADAR 2017 
SYMPOSIUM’ programme  
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3 Notebooks 
 

2017-2019 

 8 notebooks filled with Nando’s own 
notes for various projects. Each include 
notes on ideas; project/performance 
development; illustrations; funding notes; 
financial notes; personal diary entry 
notes.   
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/1 W4RM Death and the Sissy 2017 I 
Notebook 

2017 



 
 Purple notebook labelled ‘Nando 

Messias W4RM Death and the Sissy 
2017 I’ includes a variety of notes on 
ideas for ‘Where 4 Roads Meet’, 
‘Sissy!’, ‘The Sissy’s Progress’, ‘Shoot 
the Sissy’. This includes research, 
project development, costume and prop 
lists, notes on music for the 
performance. Also includes personal 
diary entry notes. Includes Nando’s 
account of a homophobic attack they 
were subject to on 17/07/2017. (2017)  
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/2 W4RM – Death and the Sissy 2017 II 
Notebook 
 

2017 

 Purple notebook labelled ‘Nando 
Messias W4RM – Death and the Sissy 
2017 II’ includes a variety of notes on 
ideas, research, project/performance 
development, sketches, rehearsal notes 
(2017)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/3 Narcissus & Art: What did Narcissus 
see? Notebook 
 

2018 

 Purple notebook labelled ‘Narcissus & 
Art: What did Narcissus see?’ Includes 
notes on ideas, project/performance 
development, research, funding, also 
includes notes for tax return (2018)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/4 Homme de Plume DIY 15 Notebook 
 

2018 

 Purple notebook labelled ‘Homme de 
Plume DIY 15:2018 Deborah Pearson + 
Mary Paterson National Theatre, 
London’ includes notes on ideas, on 
artists who inspire them, 
project/performance development, 
notes on funding applications including 
DYCP, various notes from meetings 
including one with Stefan Dickers about 
their archive (2018)  
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/5 2019 Notebook 
 

2019 

 Purple notebook labelled ‘2019’ 
includes various notes on research, 
personal diary entry notes, funding 
applications, notes on the ‘Pink Supper’ 
(2019) 
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/6 Untitled Purple Notebook 
 

2019 

 Unlabelled purple notebook, includes 
notes on Collision Festival 2019, a 
movement workshop for young trans 
actors at the Roundhouse, various 
research, project / performance 
development notes, tax return notes, 
personal diary entry notes (2019)  
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/7 Untitled Purple Notebook 
 

2019 

 Unlabelled purple notebook, includes 
various notes on ideas, 
project/performance development, 
funding/fees, illustrations, notes on the 
‘Pink Supper’ performance, work 
schedule (2019) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/3/8 Untitled Blue Notebook 
 

2019 

 Unlabelled blue notebook, includes 
various notes on the development of 
their artistic practice, personal diary 
entry notes, research, ideas, project 
and performance development (c. 
2019)  
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/4 Illustrations 
 

 

 Various sketches and illustrations by 
Nando. Includes:   
  
- 9 different sketchbooks filled with 
various illustrations, notes and writing by 
Nando  
  
- Various collage cut outs of models, 

 



textures, dolls and patterns   
  
- Various loose illustrations by Nando   
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/5 The Pink Supper Papers 
 

2019 

 Various sketches and illustrations by 
Nando. Includes:   
  
 A5 pink leaflet for ‘The Pink Supper’ 
project    
  
‘The Long Table Etiquette’ guideline 
document for guest performers (2pp.)   
  
The Pink Supper Script (9pp.)   
  
Printed picture of ‘The Last Supper’ 
painting, with arrows pointing to the 
names of Jesus and the twelve disciples   
  
Business cards of AR Design by Aga 
Robak    
  
Various handwritten notes    
  
Wall captions from the exhibition   
  
A4 notebook from ‘The Pink Supper’ 
project, containing Nando’s own notes, 
collages and sketches for the project   
  
Certificate of authenticity, Plates for ‘The 
Pink Supper’ (2019)   
  
Cue list for ‘The Pink Supper’ 
performance   
  
‘The Pink Supper’ overview budget    
  
Original drawings for ‘The Pink Supper’ 
by Nando Messias, including two sketch 
books and cut out illustrations of various 
figures to go on plates including:   
  
- Renato Russo   
  
- Quentin Crisp   
  

 



- Ney Matogrosso   
  
- Cássia Eller   
  
- Bülent Ersoy   
  
- Nando Messias   
  
- Kazuo Ohno   
  
- Cazuza   
  
- Octavia St. Laurent   
  
- Angela Ro Ro   
  
- Greek Lankton   
  
- Jean Genet   
  
- Rogéria  
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/6 The Sissy's Progress Papers 
 

2016 

 Papers relating to Nando's performance 
'The Sissy's Progress'. Includes:  
  
Set of 5 postcards promoting ‘The 
Sissy’s Progress’, featuring stills from the 
video performance, by Sam Williams, 
and photographs by Anne Ramsey 
(15x10cm)   
  
Set of business cards made by Nando 
Messias, featuring stills from ‘The Sissy’s 
Progress’ performance, in a small white 
box (7x3cm)   
  
Toynbee Studios 2016 Spring 
Programme, featuring a still from ‘The 
Sissy’s Progress’ performance on the 
front cover    
  
‘The Sissy’s Progress’ rehearsal journal 
2015, containing Nando’s own notes and 
illustration for the project   
  
Copy of the funding application to Arts 
Council England to fund ‘The Sissy’s 

 



Progress’ project    
  
Correspondence between Nando 
Messias and Arts Council England 
regarding the granting of funding to 
support ‘The Sissy’s Progress’ project, 
with accompanying guideline documents 
(2014-2015)   
  
The Sissy’s Progress – Cue Sheet, with 
various annotations   
APPLY TO ARCHIVIST 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/7 Death and the Sissy Papers 
 

 

 Set of 10 postcards, featuring 
photographs from Holly Revell’s Archive, 
including one of Nando Messias’ 
performance of ‘Death and the Sissy’. 
Other artists photographs include Ginger 
Johnson, Lucy McCormick, Le Gateau 
Chocolat, David Hoyle, Jonny Woo, 
Lavinia Co-op, Myra Dubois, Scottee – 
Hamburger Queen, Travis Alabanza 
(15x10cm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/8 Shoot the Sissy Papers  
 

2016-2017 

 Papers relating to Nando's performance 
'Shoot the Sissy'. Includes:   
  
A4 Sketchbook, filled with Nando’s own 
notes and illustrations for the ‘Shoot the 
Sissy’ project    
  
Draft narrative for ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 
(August 2016)   
  
A set of postcards for ‘LADA 20’ 
including one with a photograph from 
Nando Messias’ ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 2016, 
taken by Holly Revell   
  
Copy of a paper by Alessandra 
Montagner, analysing Nando Messias’ 
‘Shoot the Sissy’ (2017) (10.pp) 
[Portugeuse]   
OPEN 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/1/9 Trainers Papers 
 

 

 Papers relating to the Nando's 
performance 'Trainers'. Includes:   
  
‘Trainers’ Nando’s copy of the rehearsal 
draft, with annotations by Nando (14th 
February 2020)   
  
Published copy of ‘Trainers or The Brutal 
Unpleasant Atmosphere of This Most 
Disagreeable Season: A Theatrical Essay’ 
by Sylvan Oswald, published by Oberon 
Books, with a note from Sylvan Oswald to 
Nando Messias on the first page   
  
Thank you card, to Nando with ‘just a 
note’ on the front with black and white 
stripes   
  
Thank you card to Nando with 
‘HYPOTHESIS’ written on the front   
  
Thank you card to Nando, with a 
photograph of Nick Hobday and Nando on 
stage at the Gate Theatre’s premiere of 
‘Trainers’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10 Posters 
 

 

 Nando Messias' posters, which include 
posters collated by Nando, or posters 
promoting some of Nando's 
performances  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10/1 VIVA LA TRANS REVOLUTION! 
TRANSFABULOUS 
 

 

 Poster, 'VIVA LA TRANS 
REVOLUTION! TRANSFABULOUS' 
(n.d.) (30x42cm) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10/2 Medéia Desmedida 
 

 

 Poster, 'Medéia Desmedida' (n.d.) 
(30x42cm) 
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10/3 GRANDE GENET NOSSA 
SENHORA DAS FLORES 
 

2002 

 Poster, 'GRANDE GENET NOSSA 
SENHORA DAS FLORES' (2002) 
(30x42cm) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10/4 Contact Sheets 
 

2002 

 3 posters with scans of blown up 
contact sheets, of Nando and others 
performing (2002) (30x42cm) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/10/5 Sissy! 
 

2011 

 Poster, 'Le Collectif des Yeux 
Présente Sissy! Nando Messias et 
Biño Sauvitzy' (2011) (42x59cm) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/1/11 Exhibition Captions 
 

 

 A collection of captions on cardboard cut 
outs from an exhibition featuring Nando's 
work. It includes various captions 
detailing information about pieces shown 
in the exhibition, predominantly relating 
to Nando's 'Sissy' trilogy, and also 
includes writings by Catherin Silverstone, 
and Stephen Farrier in response to 
Nando's work 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2 Photographic Material 
 

2001-2016 

 Photographic material in Nando Messias' 
archive, including personal photographs 
with friends, photographs from various 
performances, fittings and rehearsals; 
modelling photoshoots with Nando, in 
various physical and digital formats. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/1 Early performance Photographs 
 

2001 

 Set of 41 colour and black and white 
photographs of Nando in various early 

 



performances, accompanied by an 
envelope, with the following message 
written:   
  
“Retratos de alguns de báriers 
momentos passados juntos em quatro 
anos, com tudo o que uma amizade 
pode - e deve passar - nesse tempto. 
Todo carimho, sempre. Helô Jan/2001”   
  
[Portraits of some of the happiest 
moments spent together over four years, 
with everything a friendship can – and 
should – go through in that time. All my 
love, always. Helô Jan/2001]  
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/2 Shoot the Sissy! Backstage Polaroids 
 

2016 

 Four polaroid photographs of Nando 
backstage in various outfits for the ‘Shoot 
the Sissy!’ performance. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/3 Medéia Desmedida Photographs and 
Flyers 
 

 

 5 colour photographs from Nando’s 
‘Medéia Desmedida’ performance with 
flyers and a programme from the 
performance. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/4 Fitting Polaroids 
 

 

 2 polaroid photographs from a fitting, of 
Nando wearing a pink dress, and wearing 
an additional pink cloak in the second 
photograph (10x17.5cm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/5 Portrait of Nando Dancing 
 

 

 A colour photograph of Nando twirling in a 
long white dress (15x21.5cm) on the back 
of the photograph reads ‘GRAND 
GENET: NOSSA SENTTORA BAS 
FLORES BIREÇAS: BINO SAVIETZVY 
NA Foto: NANDO MESSIAS’  
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/6 Performance Contact Sheet 
 

2002 

 Contact sheet of nando performance, 
reverse reads ‘D.A.D. 2000/2 CENA – 2 
NANDO MESSIAS Myra Gonçalves  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/7 'PRIDE INSIDE' photograph 
 

2020 

 ‘PRIDE INSIDE’ 2020 A3 colour 
photograph of Nando sitting on the 
balcony of their home. Writing on the 
back reads ‘Dearest Nando thankyou so 
much for being such a beautiful & 
wonderful muse & friend! Much Love 
Holly xx’ (©Holly Revell) (June 2020)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/8 Crumbs! Photographs 
 

2007 

 Crumbs! 1 CD Rom, 152 jpg. 
Photographs of Nando Messias’ 
‘Crumbs!’ performance (8th June 2007)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/9 Leaving Do in Brazil 
 

 

 Leaving Do in Brazil: 1 floppy Disc, MSN 
email link, with 19 jpg. Photographs from 
Nando’s leaving party in Brazil (n.d.) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/10 Headshots 
 

 

 6 photographs of head shots of Nando 
(©Helen Bartlett) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/11 Nando's Shoes 
 

2006 

 72 jpg. Photographs from Nando’s ‘In 
My Shoes’ performance (2006)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/12 Nando Vogueing 
 

 

 317 photographs capturing Nando 
vogueing (n.d.) 
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/13 Photoshoot with Nando 
 

 

 57 colour and black and white 
photographs from a photoshoot with 
Nando at home 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/14 Photoshoot with Nando by Sarah 
Ainslie 
 

 

 128 black and white photographs from a 
photoshoot of Nando, posing with a long 
wig covering their face ©Sarah Ainslie 
(n.d.) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/15 Jocasta Photographs 
 

2005 

 396 colour photographs titled 'Jocasta 
pics', capturing various performances 
with Nando and other performers, 
raging from street theatre, plays, a 
production on a cruise or boat, and 
many photographs of Nando with 
friends and fellow performers.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/16 Nando Research Performance 
 

 

 29 colour photographs titled 'Nando 
Research' of a solo performance by 
Nando (n.d.) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/2/17 Parallel Andy Performance 
 

 

 54 colour photographs titled 'Parallel 
Andy' of a production starring Nando 
amongst other performers. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3 Videos 
 

2006-2020 

 Videos of various performances by Nando, 
also includes a collation of performances 
by artist La Ribot.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/1 In My Shoes 2006 



 
 'In My Shoes' part of Nando’s practice 

based PHD research into transgender 
performance, exploring the study of 
balance, especially when wearing high 
heeled shoes. Divided into 3 different 
videos:  
  
1. Title intro [8 seconds]  
2. First part of the performance [19 
minutes, 34 seconds]  
3. Seconds Part of the performance [16 
minutes, 48 seconds] 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/2 Crumbs! 
 

2007 

 A video of Nando's solo performance 
'Crumbs!' performed on 7th September 
2007 [41 minutes, 24 seconds] 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/3 Sissy Short Film 
 

2020 

 A video of 'Sissy' a short film, written and 
directed by Judy Louise Jacob, starring 
Nando Messias, The Adams, Helen Noir 
and others, and the soundtrack produced 
by Warboy and Stewart (2020) [10 
minutes, 24 seconds]  
  
 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/4 Sissy! 
 

 

 A video of Nando's performance 'Sissy!' 
with Biño Sauitzvy on stage (n.d.) [49 
minutes, 34 seconds]  
 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/5 Sissy! Le Collectif Des Yeux 
 

 

 A video of 'Sissy!' on stage for 
Campagnie Le Collectif Des Yeux with 
Bino Sauvitzy (n.d.) [48 minutes, 47 
seconds]  
 
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/6 La Ribot 
 

2007 

 A video compilation of artist La Ribot’s 
own performances of the Distinguished 
Pieces, bringing together her preferred 
recordings of its thirty-four parts. It also 
includes footage of the 1991 work 
Socorro! Gloria!, the “striptease”. [2 
hours, 28 minutes, 55 seconds]  
 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/3/7 Jocasta Solo Performance 
 

2005 

 a video of a solo performance by Nando, 
titled 'Jocasta solo version'. (10th March 
2005) [24 minutes, 54 seconds]  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/4 Writings, Scripts and Administrative 
Papers 
 

2017-2020 

 Various writings written or collated by 
Nando, scripts of performances Nando 
has taken part in, and administrative 
papers relating to Nando's work. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/4/1 Writings 
 

2017-2020 

 Various works written by or collated by 
Nando Messias for research. Includes 
various drafts of Nando’s own written 
works, including:  
  
Bibi Is a Sissy: Draft, annotated copy of 
‘Bibi is a Sissy: Drag, Death by Silence 
and the Journey to Self-Determination' 
by Nando Messias, for the book Drag 
Histories, Herstories and Hairstories 
(2020)   
  
‘Gender Drift: Testo Junkie, queer 
performativity and molecular becoming’ 
an article by Stephen Greer   
  
Draft of ‘Violent Violet’, Nando’s own 
account of a homophobic attack they 
were subject to in 2017 

 



OPEN 
 

MOT/MESSIAS/4/2 QUEEN James Script 
 

 

  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/4/3 Historic Royal Palaces Artist 
Agreement 
 

 

  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/5 Publications: Books and Magazines 
 

2009-2019 

 Various books and magazines collated by 
Nando Messias, some are publications 
they are referenced in or have 
collaborated on, and some are collated for 
research and inspiration. Includes:  
  
- 'BURGERZ', Oberon Modern Plays, by 
Travis Alabanza (2018) [Nando was the 
movement coach, and it includes a small 
thank you note to Nando inserted in the 
book]  
  
- 'All the people' Kerbert Photo Art, 
photography by Bern Ott, and text by 
Emily Besa (2016) [includes a feature on 
Nando pages 20-26]   
  
- 'i-D The Voice of a Generation Issue' 
Issue no. 356, summer 2019   
  
- 'ANAIS' Magazine, Issue no.5 (2013) 
[includes 'The(o) Adams Family' featuring 
Nando]  
  
- 'Parterre de Rois' Issue no.1, 
Spring/Summer 2013  
  
-'Inspi' Magazine, Issue No.1  
  
- 'J-pop' Issue 23, Autumn/Winter 2010  
  
- 'Danser' Issue No.315, December 2011 
[French] [features a glowing review of 
'Sissy!']  
  

 



- 'KING KONG' Issue no.4, Autumn/Winter 
2017  
  
- 'Candy: The First Transversal Style 
Magazine, Issue no. 4, Summer 2012  
  
- 'W' Magazine, May 2009  
  
- 'USED' Issue No. 4, Autumn/Winter 2012 
[photoshoot featuring Nando on pages 64, 
66]  
  
- 'PAN prosopon: Pan and the Dream 
editions' Issue no. 6 [Nando featured 
modelling in 'The Lotus Eaters' 154-164] 
[oversized]  
  
- 'KING KONG' Issue no.12 
Autumn/Winter 2021 [features Nando in a 
group photograph on the front cover]  
  
- 'Encounterism: The Neglected Joys of 
Being in Person' by Andy Field, 
September Publishing (2023)  
  
- 'Walking as Artistic Practice' by Ellen 
Mueller, Suny Press (2023)  
  
- 'Drag Histories, Herstories, and 
Hairstories: Drag in a Changing Scene 
Volume 2' Edited by Mark Edward and 
Stephen Farrier, Meuthen Drama 
Bloomsbury Publishing (2021) [includes a 
chapter by Nando 'Bibi is a Sissy: Drag, 
Death by Silence and the Journey to Self 
Determination' p.137]  
  
'Letter to my Little Queer Self' edited y 
Libro Levi Bridgeman, and Serge 
Nicholson, Hot Pencil Press (2021) 
[features a contribution from Nando, p.83]  
  
'VINCO' by Manoela Sawitzki, Companhia 
Das Letras (2021)  
 
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6 Performance Archive 
 

2009-2023 



 Nando Messias' performance archive, 
which contains objects from various 
performances, ranging from outfits worn, 
and props used. The performance archive 
includes 'Sissy!'; 'All of Me'; 'Shoot the 
Sissy'; 'Death and the Sissy'; 'The Pink 
Supper'; 'Aurora'; 'Transmission: Sissy 
TV', and 'Walking Failure'.   
  
Each performance archive, also includes a 
file of object description forms created by 
Museum of Transology volunteers, 
detailing each object, and in some cases 
including their own thoughts and 
responses to each object, as well as 
object tags with previous references. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1 Sissy! 
 

2009-2023 

 Sissy! is a full-length dance-theatre piece 
created in collaboration with Biño 
Sauitzvy. It has been performed in 
London (2009, 2010), Brazil (2010) and 
Paris (2011, 2013). Sissy! received 
critical acclaim, including a review in 
France’s prestigious Danser magazine 
(no 315, Dec 2011)   
  
Includes various items from the 
performance, worn by Nando or used as 
props, and a file of item descriptions 
filled out by Museum of Transology 
volunteers, detailing objects and 
personal responses to them. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/1 Belt 
 

 

 Black patent leather belt worn by Nando 
in the ‘Sissy!’ performance   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/2 Polka Dot Scarf 
 

 

 Chiffon fabric scarf with black and white 
polka dot patter and black tassels, worn 
by Nando in the ‘Sissy!’ performance  
OPEN 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/3 Black Skirt 
 

 

 Black cotton tiered skirt, with black 
netting material layer, worn by Nando in 
the ‘Sissy!’ performance   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/4 Perfume Bottle  
 

 

 Red bottle of ‘AMOR AMOR’ perfume by 
Cacharel, used by Nando in the ‘Sissy!’ 
performance   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/5 Handbag 
 

 

 Black patent leather handbag, with a 
magnifying glass, and a Kate Moss 
edition Rimmel London red lipstick 
inside, used by Nando in the ‘Sissy!’ 
performance  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/6 Pink Poodle 
 

 

 Pink toy robotic poodle, in original box, 
used by Nando in the ‘Sissy!’ 
Performance 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/1/7 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 

 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘Sissy!’ performance, 
filled out by Museum of Transology 
volunteers, which includes details and 
descriptions relating to each item, and 
in some cases their own thoughts and 
responses to each item. Also includes 
object tags with previous item 
references 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2 All of Me 
 

2009-2023 

 'All of Me' was performed by Nando 
Messias in the Royal Vauxhall Tavern in 
2009. The performance was based on 
Messias' relationship and admiration for 
Neil Bartlett, and later inspired a chapter 

 



of the same title, in the book 'Neil 
Bartlett: Invitations to Speculate' written 
by Nando.  
  
Includes various items worn by Nando or 
used as props in the performance, as 
well as item description forms filled out 
by Museum of Transology volunteers. 
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2/1  Off White Slip Dress 
 

 

 Off white, floor length slip dress, with 
semi-sheer fabric and a silk like fabric 
undergarment, worn by Nando in the ‘All 
of Me’ performance. Has various pink 
stains throughout the garment, and dirt 
stains at the hem.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2/2 Silver Manolo Blahnik High Heels 
 

 

 A pair of silver and white Manolo Blahnik 
high heels with translucent straps, worn 
by Nando in the ‘All of Me’ performance. 
Heels are well worn with various scuffs 
and stains. They come in the original 
dust bag, with several heel grip/comfort 
pads.     
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2/3 White Fox Fur 
 

 

 White fox fur, in 2 pieces, worn by 
Nando in the ‘All of Me’ performance.    
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2/4 Bangles 
 

 

 10 different bangles worn by Nando in 
the ‘All of Me’ performance. Range from 
various off white plastic materials, some 
plain and some with gems and patterns, 
one diamante bangle, and one gold 
sparkly bangle with silver mosaic 
pattern, all held in a white cotton bag    
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/2/5 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 



 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘All of Me’ performance, 
filled out by Museum of Transology 
volunteers, which includes details and 
descriptions relating to each item, and 
in some cases their own thoughts and 
responses to each item. Also includes 
object tags with previous item 
references 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3 Shoot the Sissy 
 

2016-2023 

 'Shoot the Sissy' which premiered at the 
Chelsea Theatre as part of the 'And 
What' Queer Arts Festival, built on 
Messias' previous performances 'Sissy!' 
and 'The Sissy's Progress' following 
Messias' alter ego, or performance 
persona 'Sissy', and was developed in 
response to the shootings in Orlando.  
  
Includes various items worn by, or used 
as props by Nando in the performance, 
and also includes Museum of Transology 
volunteer description forms of items. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/1 Long White Gloves 
 

 

 A pair of long white gloves made from a 
stretchy satin like fabric, worn by Nando 
for the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ performance. 
Various slight stains on each glove, and 
slight burn damage to one.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/2 Blue Sash 
 

 

 Blue sash with 6 different floral diamante 
broaches, worn by Nando for the ‘Shoot 
the Sissy’ performance.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/4 Black Ball Gown 
 

 

 Black strapless floor length ball gown, 
with textured floral pattern, worn by 
Nando for the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 
performance.   

 



OPEN 
 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/5 White Manolo Blahnik Stilettos 
 

 

 A pair of patent leather white Manolo 
Blahnik stilettos, worn by Nando for the 
‘Shoot the Sissy’ performance. Shoes in 
original dust bag.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/6 Blue Patent Leather Stilettos  
 

 

 A pair of blue ALDO patent leather 
stilettos, worn by Nando for the ‘Shoot 
the Sissy’ performance.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/7 Yellow Patent Leather Stilettos 
 

 

 A pair of yellow ALDO patent leather 
stilettos, worn by Nando for the ‘Shoot 
the Sissy’ performance.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/8 White Leather Clutch Purse 
 

 

 White leather clutch purse, with a gold 
closure, used by Nando in the ‘Shoot the 
Sissy’ performance  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/9 Black Leather Clutch Bag 
 

 

 Black leather clutch bag with a metal 
closure, used by Nando in the ‘Shoot the 
Sissy’ performance.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/10 Black Sequin Clutch Bag 
 

 

 Black sequin clutch bag used by Nando 
in the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ performance.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/11 White Margiela Bag 
 

 

 White cotton Margiela bag used by 
Nando in the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 
performance.  
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/12 Juggling Balls 
 

 

 3 ‘water bouncer’ juggling balls, used 
by Nando in the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 
performance.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/13 Toad 
 

 

 China toad used by Nando in the 
‘Shoot the Sissy’ performance. Toad 
has various lip stick marks on it, and is 
accompanied with a tag with the 
following writing by Nando:   
  
“Frog belonging to performance “Shoot 
the Sissy.” I bought the object when 
creating the piece + I wanted to queer 
the idea of the Princess & the Frog. I 
saw it in a shop window + it called my 
name”  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/3/14 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 

 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘Shoot the Sissy’ 
performance, filled out by Museum of 
Transology volunteers, which includes 
details and descriptions relating to 
each item, and in some cases their 
own thoughts and responses to each 
item. Also includes object tags with 
previous item references 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4 Death and the Sissy 
 

2017-2023 

 The performance 'Death and the Sissy' 
marks the culmination of Nando Messias’ 
decade-long Sissy trilogy, facing up to 
the social disappearance of the sissy 
and the violent fatality that's inherently at 
stake in the queer condition.  
  
Includes various items from the 
performance either worn by, or used as 
props by Nando, and and also includes a 

 



file of item description forms filled out by 
Museum of Transology volunteers. 
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/1 Eulogy Cards 
 

 

  3 Eulogy Cards each with a picture of 
Nando Messias (11x7.5cm), includes:   
  
‘SISSY!’ (with writing by Stephen 
Farrier)   
  
‘THE SISSY’S PROGRESS’ (with 
writing by Catherine Silverstone)   
  
‘SHOOT THE SISSY’ (with writing by 
Lois Keidan) 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/2 White Star Balloons 
 

 

 2 Latex/rubber balloons with a white star 
pattern   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/3 White Underwear 
 

 

 2 pairs of white underwear, worn by 
Nando in the ‘Death and the Sissy’ 
performance  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/4 Satine Slip Dress 
 

 

 Off white satine slip dress worn by 
Nando in the ‘Death and the Sissy’ 
performance, with additional excess 
scrap fabric  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/5 Embroidered Lace 
 

 

 3 scrap pieces of lace embroidered with 
pearlescent beads and sequins  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/6 Heart Shaped Confetti Balloons 
 

 



 A packet of 6 translucent heart shaped 
balloons, filled with red and pink heart 
shaped confetti   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/7 Custom Performance Headpiece 
 

 

 Handmade headpiece worn by Nando in 
the ‘Death and the Sissy’ performance, 
comprised of white lace, silver tinsel, 
white feathers, white ribbons, fake 
flowers, beads and diamantes.    
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/8 Custom Performance Belt 
 

 

 Handmade belt worn by Nando in the 
‘Death and the Sissy’ performance, 
comprised of white satin fabric, feathers, 
and crystals. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/9 White Twine 
 

 

 Spool of white plastic twine. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/10 Violet Balenciaga Stilettos  
 

 

 Violet Balenciaga Stilettos worn by 
Nando in the ‘Death and the Sissy’ 
performance, in original box   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/11 Veil Headpiece   
 

 

 Handmade headpiece worn by Nando 
in the ‘Death and the Sissy’ 
performance. Comprised of a plastic 
headband fashioned into a veil with off 
white tulle netting fabric, pearlescent 
beads, white ribbons and diamante 
chains draping down. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/12 Purple Ribbon 
 

 

 A bundle of purple ribbon   
OPEN 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/6/4/13 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 

 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘Death and the Sissy’ 
performance, filled out by Museum of 
Transology volunteers, which includes 
details and descriptions relating to 
each item, and in some cases their 
own thoughts and responses to each 
item. Also includes object tags with 
previous item references 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5 The Pink Supper 
 

2019-2023 

 'The Pink Supper' was a performance 
project ‘bringing together ambassadors 
from countries where homosexuality is 
still criminalised’. The Pink Supper was a 
response to a global political climate of 
renewed religious and political 
intolerance and violence towards queer 
people, particularly under the Bolsonara 
government in Brazil. The performance 
was a result of a commission grant from 
LADA's annual Library of Performing 
Rights. It was presented at Raven Row 
London on 7th and 8th November 2019.  
  
Includes various items either worn by 
Nando or used as props in 'The Pink 
Supper', also includes a file of object 
description forms filled out by Museum of 
Transology volunteers. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/1 The Pink Supper 
 

 

 27 pink metal coat hangers, used as 
props in the performances ‘The Pink 
Supper’ and ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/2 Pink Chiffon Fabric 
 

 

 A cut of hot pink, sheer chiffon fabric, 
used by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’  
OPEN 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/3 Pink Tulle Fabric 
 

 

 A cut of baby pink tulle fabric, used by 
Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/4 Pink knickers 
 

 

 14 pairs of pink knickers, bloomers and 
hot pants, in various shades, worn and 
used by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’, stored in a canvas bag  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/5 Pink Halter Neck Sequin Dress 
 

 

 A hot pink halter neck dress, 
embellished with silver sequins, worn by 
Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’, and used as a prop in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/6 Pink Sequin Mini Dress 
 

 

 A hot pink sequin mini dress, with 
ruched flower detail on the shoulders, 
worn by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/7 Pink Sequin Sash 
 

 

 A hot pink, satin and sequin sash, used 
by Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/8 Pink Tulle Choker 
 

 

 A choker necklace, with a hot pink 
pleather strap with chains, and different 
shades of pink tulle material, used by 
Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/9 Pink Slip Dress 
 

 



 A pink slip dress worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’ and 
used as a prop in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/10 Pink Suede Stilettos 
 

 

 A pair of hot pink suede Bellucci 
stilettos, worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’, stored 
in a maroon dust bag  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/11 Pink Wedges 
 

 

 A pair of bright pink high heeled 
wedges, used by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’, stored 
in an off white canvas bag  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/12 White Veil 
 

 

 A white veil, made of tool fabric with a 
lace trim, worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/13 Pink Tierred Maxi Dress 
 

 

 A floor length, bright pink sleeveless 
maxi dress, with layered sheer fabric, 
and a panel of fabric cut away from the 
front of the dress, used by Nando in the 
performances ‘The Pink Supper’ and 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/14 Pink Satin Like Maxi Dress 
 

 

 A floor length pink, satin like, maxi 
dress, with three quarter length sleeves 
and a button up detail at the back, used 
in the performance ‘The Pink Supper’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/15 Pink Suede Wedges 
 

 



 A pair of hot pink suede high heeled 
wedges, worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/16 Pink Dress with Detachable Sleeves 
 

 

 A bright pink dress, with two 
detachable sleeves, worn by Nando in 
the ‘The Pink Supper’ performance  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/17 Pink Headband 
 

 

 A handmade black headband 
decorated with clusters of pink bows in 
different fabric and patterns, worn by 
Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/18 Pink Sequin Wedges  
 

 

 A pair of hot pink high heeled wedges 
with suede and sequin straps and silver 
buckles, stored in an ‘Agent 
Provocateur’ dust bag, used by Nando 
in the performance ‘The Pink Supper’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/19 Pink Patent Leather High Heels 
 

 

 A pair of bright pink patent leather 
strappy open toe high heels, stored in a 
black dust bag, used in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’ by 
Nando  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/20 Pink G-Strings 
 

 

 3 hot pink lace G-string thongs, still 
with original ‘TEZENIS’ tag attached, 
used by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/21  Latex Balloons 
 

 



 A bag of latex balloons, in pink, 
burgundy and champagne colours, 
unopened, used in, or intended to be 
used in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/22 Pink Heart Cocktail Sticks 
 

 

 A pack of cocktails sticks with pink 
heart attachments, used in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/23 Pink Heart Shaped Sunglasses 
 

 

 A pair of pink heart shaped sunglasses, 
worn by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/24 Pink Plastic Trays 
 

 

 2 pink plastic trays, used in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’ 
(35x25cm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/25 Viktor & Rolf Bonbon Perfume Bottle 
 

 

 A bottle of Viktor and Rolf ‘Bonbon’ 
perfume, one third full. The bottle is in 
the shape of a pink ribbon, used in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/26 Pink Balloons 
 

 

 6 pink latex balloons, used in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/27 Pink Hair Brush 
 

 

 A small pink ‘Phil Smith’ hair brush, 
used by Nando in the performance ‘The 
Pink Supper’, still contains loose hairs 
of Nando’s tangled in the bristles  
OPEN 

 

 



MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/28 Pink Lipsticks and Lip-glosses 
 

 

 Pink lipsticks and lip-glosses used by 
Nando in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper’. Includes:   
  
Mac ‘DAZZLEGLASS’ Lip-gloss in 
shade ‘Extra Amps’   
  
Pat McGrath Liquid Lipstick in shade 
‘Wreckage Totale’   
  
Guerlain Lipstick in shade ‘Pink Fury’, 
the lipstick case has a compact mirror   
  
Mac ‘LIPTENSITY’ Lipstick in shade 
‘Ambrosial’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/29 Pink Toiletry Bag 
 

 

 A pink padded ‘Betsy Johnson’ toiletry 
bag, used in the performance ‘The Pink 
Supper  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/30 Pink Jumpsuit 
 

 

 A pink ‘Maison Martin Margiela’ 
jumpsuit, used by Nando in the 
performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/31 Brass Candle Snuffer 
 

 

 A brass candle snuffer used by Nando 
in the performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/32 Wax Lighting Tapers 
 

 

 A box of wax lighting tapers, used in 
the performance ‘The Pink Supper’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/33 Candles 
 

 

 Ten candles in different shades of pink 
and white, some with foil or masking 

 



tape wrapped around the base, used in 
the performance ‘The Pink Supper’  
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/5/34 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

 

 Various object description forms for the 
items from the ‘The Pink Supper’ 
performance, filled out by Museum of 
Transology volunteers, which includes 
details and descriptions relating to each 
item, and in some cases their own 
thoughts and responses to each item. 
Also includes object tags with previous 
item references (2023)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6 Aurora 
 

2020-2023 

 'Aurora' was a collaboration between 
Nando Messias and Biño Sauitzvy, in a 
commission for CHASM/CLAY, inviting 
the audience into Nando's home, poised 
between physical and digital.  
  
Includes various items either worn by or 
used as props by Nando in the 
performance, and also includes a file of 
item description forms filled out by 
Museum of Transology volunteers.  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/1 Jewellery 
 

2020 

 3 pieces of jewellery, each wrapped 
with a small bundle of Nando’s own 
hair tied with pink string. Includes:   
  
an eye pendant (03/09/2020)   
  
a diamante necklace (13/09/2020)   
  
a diamante giraffe broach (31/08/2020)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/2 Blue Chiffon Fabric 
 

 

 A cut piece of blue chiffon fabric, used 
by Nando in the ‘Aurora’ project 
(37.5x46cm)  

 



OPEN 
 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/3 Yellow Dress 
 

 

 Bright yellow slip dress worn by Nando 
for the ‘Aurora’ project   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/4 Mirror Box 
 

 

 Small box with mirror panels, used in 
the ‘Aurora’ project (80 x 84 x 50 mm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/5 ‘shoe addict’ Tote Bag 
 

 

 Black cotton tote back with ‘shoe addict’ 
printed on the front, and ‘shoo 425 
broadway’ printed on the back in white 
font  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/6 Bronze Feather Cuff Bracelets 
 

 

 2 bronzed cuff bracelets, with a 
wraparound feather design, worn by 
Nando in the ‘Aurora’ performance   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/7 Webcam 
 

 

 The Stream webcam used by Nando in 
the ‘Aurora’ project, in original box   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/8 Wig Box 
 

 

 Freedom part lace wig box, containing 
the original packaging and hair net for 
the wig worn by Nando in the ‘Aurora’ 
project [wig missing]   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/6/9 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 

 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘Aurora’ performance, 
filled out by Museum of Transology 
volunteers, which includes details and 
descriptions relating to each item, and 

 



in some cases their own thoughts and 
responses to each item. Also includes 
object tags with previous item 
references 
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7 Transmission: Sissy TV 2023 
 

2023 

 TransMission: Sissy TV was a project 
investigating trans archives. It sought to 
address the gap in representation of 
trans and non-binary voices in 
institutional archives and starts with the 
personal and artistic archive of Nando 
Messias, accumulated over two decades 
of creating work.  Messias used their 
archive as a framework to discuss larger 
issues such as transphobia, the 
pathologisation of trans bodies and 
identities, trans exclusion, social violence 
and visibility. They travelled the country 
with their archive in tow, performing 
inside their closet which they set up on 
stage. The audience was invited to enter 
and sit with Messias, to touch their 
costumes, to smell their perfume, to try 
on their shoes and to queer exclusionary 
notions of who has the right to speak up.  
  
Includes various items either worn by, or 
used as props by Nando in the 
performance, and also includes a file of 
item description forms filled out by 
Museum of Transology volunteers.   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/1 Framed photograph 
 

2019 

 A framed black and white photograph 
of Nando as a child, used in the 
performances ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’ 
and also ‘The Pink Supper’ (2019)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/2 Pink Stilettos  
 

 

 Patent leather hot pink ALDO stilettos, 
worn by Nando in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’, in a ‘datelli’ 
hessian dustbag  

 



OPEN 
 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/3 Red Box with Family Photograph  
 

2020-2023 

 A small red box, with a colour 
photograph of Nando with their family 
when they were a child on the lid of the 
box. Inside the box is 16 small, sealed 
plastic bags containing individual 
bundles of Nando’s hair, some of them 
dated between August-September 
2020, a 1 pence coin; some 
pearlescent stud earrings and a small 
diamante; and some empty. (2020-
2023) (16.5x12x6cm)   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/4 Chain of Four Clutch Purses 
 

 

 A set of four beaded clutch purses, 
chained together with a clear plastic 
twine, used as a prop suspended from 
the ceiling by Nando in the 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’ performance. 
The third purse in the chain contained a 
marshmallow, which would be eaten by 
Nando during the performance, and the 
fourth purse in the chain contained three 
small clutch purses inside one another, 
one black beaded purse, one white faux 
fur purse, and one silver metal purse.    
  
[Please note the Marshmallow was 
removed from the purse for conservation 
purposes]   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/5 Corsage 
 

 

 A pale pink corsage with velvet ribbon 
attached, used as a prop suspended 
from the ceiling in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/6 Pale Pink Slip Dress 
 

 

 Pale pink slip dress, with a white lace 
trip along the straps and front of the 
dress, used as a prop suspended from 

 



the ceiling in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/7 Pink Satin Strap High Hells 
 

 

 A pair of hot pink satin strapped Kurt 
Geiger high heels, used as a prop 
suspended from the ceiling in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/8 Reflective Paco-Rabanne Style Dress 
 

 

 A reflective dress in the style of the 
classic Paco Rabanne design, with 
reflective plastic circles woven by 
chains, used as a prop suspended from 
the ceiling in the ‘Transmission: Sissy 
TV’ performance   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/9 Translucent Plastic Pink Stilettos 
 

 

 A pair of translucent baby pink plastic 
stilettos, used by Nando in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’, 
in a black canvas dust bag  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/10 Silver High Heels 
 

 

 A pair of silver high heel shoes, used 
by Nando in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/11 Pink Calvin Klein Slip Dresses 
 

 

 Two identical baby pink satin Calvin 
Klein halter neck slip dresses, used by 
Nando in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/12 Pink Sequin Slip Dress 
 

 

 A baby pink slip dress, embellished 
with sequins and beads, used in the 

 



performances ‘The Pink Supper’ and 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/13 Red and Pink Sequin Mini Dress 
 

 

 A red and pink sequin mini dress, used 
by Nando in the performances ‘The 
Pink Supper’ and ‘Transmission: Sissy 
TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/14 Pink Babydoll Dress 
 

 

 A baby pink ‘baby doll’ style, strapless 
dress, with a ribbon laced across the 
book, and a tiered tulle skirt, used by 
Nando in the performances ‘The Pink 
Supper’ and ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/15 Pink and Blue Mini Dress 
 

 

 A pink and blue polyester mini dress, 
with long sleeves and shoulder pads, 
used in the performance ‘Transmission: 
Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/16 Black Stilettos 
 

 

 A pair of black patent leather stilettos, 
very worn with the sole coming away 
from the left shoe, worn by Nando in 
the performance ‘Transmission: Sissy 
TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/17 Blue High Heels 
 

 

 A pair of blue, satin strappy Kurt Keiger 
high heels, used in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/18 Manolo Blahniks 
 

 

 Four pairs of Manolo Blahnik stilettos, 
one grey satin pair, one blue suede 
pair, one yellow suede pair, and one 

 



lilac suede pair, all used as props in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’     
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/19 Glass Goblet 
 

 

 A glass goblet, used by Nando in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’ 
as a vessel to burn bundles of their own 
hair   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/20 Black Sequin Wedges 
 

 

 A pair of high heeled black sequin 
wedges, used by Nando in the 
performance ‘Transmission: Sissy TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/21 Pastigile Leone Violetta Tin 
 

 

 A Pastigile Leone Violetta Tin, used in 
the performance ‘Transmission: Sissy 
TV’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/22 Silver Tray 
 

 

 A silver tray, used in the performance 
‘Transmission: Sissy TV’ (37x20cm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/23 Box of Perfume 
 

 

 A black box, containing four perfume 
bottles, including an Elizabeth Arden 
‘Red Door’ bottle; a Van Cleef & Arpels 
‘First Eau de Toilette’ bottle; a Givenchy 
‘YSATIS’ bottle; and a Perfumaria 
Phebo ‘Carnaval’ bottle. 
(17x29x10.5cm)  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/7/24 MOT Object Description Forms 
 

2023 

 Various item description forms for the 
items from the ‘Transmission: Sissy 
TV’ performance, filled out by Museum 
of Transology volunteers, which 
includes details and descriptions 

 



relating to each item, and in some 
cases their own thoughts and 
responses to each item. Also includes 
object tags with previous item 
references 
OPEN 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8 Walking Failure 
 

2008-2013 

 Walking Failure was a five-minute 
performance piece mixing movement 
and lipsynching. Originally created for 
LADA’s ‘Performance Matters (Trashing 
Performance)’ in 2008, and was later 
performed at the City of Women Festival 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia  (2013), in New 
York City’s Abrons Art Center and in 
London’s Chelsea Theatre (2016), 
always as part of LADA’s curated 
programmed ‘Just Like a Woman.’ As 
well as a live performance piece, 
Walking Failure was also been 
developed for the screen. The short-film 
version was been created in 
collaboration with Sam Williams.  
  
Includes various objects used in the 
performance by Nando. 
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/1 White Feather Coat  
 

 

 A white feather coat, with various 
strands of red twine with deflated 
balloons attached, worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘Walking Failure’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/2 Black Mesh Bodysuit 
 

 

 A black mesh bodysuit with long sleeves 
and a high neck, worn by Nando in the 
performance ‘Walking Failure’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/3 Black Sequin Mini Skirt 
 

 

 A black sequin miniskirt, worn by Nando 
in the performance ‘Walking Failure’   
OPEN 

 



 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/4 White Star Balloons 
 

 

 Two latex balloons with a pattern of 
white stars, used in the performance 
‘Walking Failure’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/5 Red Heart Sunglasses 
 

 

 A pair of red heart shaped sunglasses 
worn by Nando in the performance 
‘Walking Failure’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/6 Red Clutch Bag 
 

 

 A red pleather clutch bag, used in the 
performance ‘Walking Failure’    
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/7 Red Balloons 
 

 

 A bag of cherry red latex balloons, used 
in the performance ‘Walking Failure’  
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/8 Black High Heels 
 

 

 A pair of black leather high heels, worn 
by Nando in the performance ‘Walking 
Failure’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/9 Spool of Red Twine 
 

 

 A spool of red plastic twine, used in the 
performance ‘Walking Failure’   
OPEN 

 

 

MOT/MESSIAS/6/8/10 Walking Failure Soundtrack 
 

 

 The soundtrack of a spoken word 
narrative, to accompany the 
performance 'Walking Failure' [4 
minutes, 57 seconds] 
OPEN 

 

 

 


