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Betfore the end ot 1942, it had become necessary to bring
to the notice or the proper authority the scandai or the begging

appeals in aid or the gged poor or bethnal Green

ror some years the Daily itelegtaph had carriead advertisemen
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or rather begglq;'aypeals, inserted by the vicar of 'St, rYaul's,

Virginia Road, Bethnal “reen. Very expensive appeals running

to some twenty lines at so many shillings s line, s0 the
results must have justiried the expenditure,

We who lived in Gibraltar Gardens were parishioners oir the
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Vicar of 8t. Paul's, so it was naturali we should be intereste
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the Viecar's aCTiVities. ihe appeals in the Dail lelegraph
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were Ior funds and eclothes to help the aged voor and destitute
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of which the parish ot St. Paul®s had its share

Before the War the appeals for help were generously

responded to by the charitable public, money and e¢lothing poured

into ‘the chureh and the Viear was able to acquire some property

which he turned into g country holiday camp for 'the.children,

in

the summer many children had a pleasant holiday at
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the home.,
~HE clothes were sold in jumble sales held in the church } NN
unlike most jumble sales “ Clothes and other goods which wer S
sent to the church were v Y ood, some o1 the S wWere new,
JUsSt shop soiled; these goods were fro 1 big stores and si ops,
they were very salegble,
ly mother had been = very good church-go 3 11 the
anythin t0 be got she always ot her share ot € good things
|
.W‘ that were sent to the to be shared amon D001 )

vicar would orte bring his slum visitor s To see hovel:
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all theiz 11Ves, having children in iarge numbers, nils

C
b
C
<
D

a luxury which the rich seldom enjoyed,

The local council had decided to cone

) war was declared., So I propose to show the readers what thi
]
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viCal Sowead nis Vi811TO Se
Une oL the most faithful 10yal oI his parishioners
» Be This woman had surrered g Jreat deal oi sorrow

her lire

irom the ravage
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the birth-rate was very highs. I knew many parents who were
infected with T.5, umost had large families., In regard to mrs,

B, it was always a mystery to me how her other children
survived to reach s normal span.

This lady had lived in these buildings for many years and
the conditions which existed in her home were bad even for
;ethnaL dreen. This is the lady whom the Vicar would bring
his visitors to see; they would climb the dirty stairs to

enter a small room about 10tft. x 9 't LNo gas, no electric
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light, only a cheap paraffin lamp hanging on the wall. The
room was furnished with an old iron bedstead, straw mattress
and blankets that were once clean.

The other coverings for the bed in winter would consist
of old coats, etcs, The smail fire-grate was the only means
ol cooking a meal, aside or the fire stove was a cupboard
where the coal was kept in the bottom part and the food in
the top part or the cupboard.

Un the landing would be a sink and water tap, also a toilet,
These washing and toilet facilities were common to the four
families living on that rloor oi the house,

The other three rooms on this rloor were occupied by
the tamilies or wmrs. B,'s two daughters, who were married and
had children., They lived on the communal system, shared equally

was the food and other necessities. Lire held no problems for
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Mrs. ‘B. Her waking hours were spent in the comfort or the

local pub, tirst in the morning session where she would sit

with hér apron full or vegetables, meat, ang day-to-day needs,
One‘ot” her married daughters would take the day's rations from
her and return to cook on the small stove the meal for dinner,

Her married sons-in-law were two docile persons who
had been surfficiently tamed to accept the conditions or lire
with Mrs. B, The children went to Sunday School and the
married daughter went to the llothers lleeting on Monday. mrs. B,
always attended church on Sunday morning, where the Vicar
always had a good congregation.

The children or the Court or Gardens had to attend the
services oir the chureh because or the holiday camps, only
those who attended the church services were recipients or any
church benet'its and girts,

AT Uhristmas, the Vicar would distribute his' gifts to all
those who attended his services. The money girts ranged from
one pound to as much as five pounds Tor his special parishioners
who helped in his services,

The death rate among the children of Gibraitar Gardens
was high, also among the mothers. I remember one ot lMrs. B.'s
daughters attempting to 1imit her family increase by attempting

abortion; she died a Very paintul death because of her ignorance

and poverty,
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On’''the bottom fleoor lived g family who did not care Tor

religion or the Vicar's gifts. The family consisted or man

S

and wire, with two childrens The ‘man was a labourer always
unemployed, a follower of S1r Oswald liosley; he never missed

a meeting or a march, All he knew about politics was the

Fasecists were against the Jews and the "Regsm,

he wire was g VEery smail, frail sort of a woman, looked
alr-starved; ' she earned g few shillings cleaning or char-ing,

Dike her husband, she could drink her share ot beer; " her

two children, g boy and girl, were far superior in Intelligence
than their parents,

The girl was g picture oz inglish beauty, Very charming,
with a talent for singing. “ The boy Tollowed his father's
politicali idegls ang became a fervent believer in rgscism.

His political beliefs were of no substance, but his talent
for drawing and other artistic girts would have marked him
out for distinetion. The Tamily 1ived in the one room - how
they were able to eat, sleep and move in the small room is
something one can only guess at., It must bé rememberegd that
the earliy years of my ehildhood were lived unéer the same
conditions,

The daughter married g fine young man who took her out

of London to a fine house in the country, Daring the war, the

family left London for the country, where they were provided
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with a nice council house, so fo
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*tune smiled on the family

who had tasted the bad times ox unemployment, want and bad
conditions in Gibraltar Buildings.

“ The top floor contained four rooms, each let to a difrferent
family. . The first oi these rooms.was occupied by an old
ex—-convict who had turned straight in his old age. He obtained
a diving by being a “totter", which is a rag and bone man.
fie took a barrow round the streets collecting old iumber,

anything he could sell. He lived with a lady who had been

one oI the brightest or London's ladies or the town., Time

had ravaged her charms and her lite had left its storv on
& v

her face,

She too had decided to live a quieter lire and get

herselr a permanent husband and home for keeps, so you find
these two who have ruinéd the best years of their lite trying
to forget the past. DBoth were fond or the pubs, where they

Bt

spent the best part oi the night.

Every night they would sing their way home to the Buildings,
every night we would hear, "I love you, ieilie Dean" would be
the song, as they staggered down the Gardens. After about
half an hour, they would begin fighting. Screams, bad language,

then ail guiet.

Une could picture these two drunken animals in their den,

Blessed by nature with health and strength, abusing ail the
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laws oI hygiene, They carried on through the war. Air Raids

had no meaning for them, they drank themselves insensible
every night. He went down with pneumonia in the winter or 1942,
and that was the end or the road. She is still to be seen

around the Spitaltields ares nightly. o hope, she strangely

enough, being a Catholic, sometimes Sees a priest to say a

-]
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88 Tor her late husband, as it a tew minutes repentance

i

can pay for a liretime or sin.

#3 Another room on this rlioor was tented by an old biind lady.
She was a very nice person getting on in years; she was

drawing a blind pension, also an old age
shillings weekly. From her small pension she paid a shilling
weekly towards a Christmas club. This dear old lady had a

daughter who would sometimes visit her, She belonged to th

O

Wwest Lnd and had the reputation oz being a tough cus tomer, f
but whatever lire she led, she never missed visiting her

mother and givingher a few shillings,

ﬂ The blind lady was on the Viear's visiting list for gifts

and was one of the show places for visitors. The ‘emarkable

thing about the Gardens was the fact that although the children
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veéry of'ten went hungry, have seen the little ones run up
and down the Court in bare feet in winter, and in one house

the rats ran over the flioor and table, two oi these boys gained
L2 O

great prizes and honours as very Tamous boxers, They were very
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In the middle tenement of man, woman and two
3. & Al . i al i3y 9y i v z 4
hildren, ine womah aged about thirty years, the man a. fev

ars older; he earned a living seiling flowers in the market
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place. 'ne woman was a '‘good-looker aftern the SVPSY 188ShNiOoN,

y guess was that they belonged to some gupsy tribe who had

fromtheir community.
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The man and -the woman were brother ana slster, Le woman
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arter his two cnildren; chey

a term oI imprisonment for the orfence and they had found
Gibraltar Gardens an ideal place for concealing their shame.

For the people who lived in the: buildings nearly all had
some reason to shun and avoia the police. "lone your own
business" and "it is nothing to do with you" were sayings which

o

ypealed to the neighbours.

In this particular case, the C.l.D.:at Commnercial Street

the brother and sister, but after many attempts to
getl suiriclent ‘evidence which would convict, had found it

very diiricult to break up the association.., It is no orience
to associate together, " The two children seemed to be retarded

mentally and attended ‘special schools. This was lire;in its

most sordid and degrading aspect. The permissive socie

have not yet reached the sin ofincest. i (All ‘in good time.

.
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were many more families living like animals  through poverty;
they were herded together like sheep; hope had long since
abandoned them to misery of their existence.

Who was to blame? The State who regarded unemployment as

&+

to strikers and higi wages?Y What had the State

a deterrent
done to help the unemployed? All these clever people could

think ox was the dole, firty weeks on the dole, two weeks on

the rogds for proper wages, which were more but welcome,

In the blitz of 1940, the Church or St. Paul's, Virginia
Road, was bombed gnd practically destroyed. By a strange
chance, the Vicar's house was saved, so the Viecar was able to
carry on the good work or collecting funds and selling clothes
at the sales. The question I asked myselr was: were the aged
poor, the little children and the destitute receiving the
clothing and other goods which had been sent for them?

I attended. the sales and what I saw was a horde or women
wardrobe dealers from mnorth London and other districts buying
the goods which had been sent for the people or the parish
of St. Paul's, Virginia Road.

After several visits. to the sales, I was sure that things
vere wrong. I never saw the Vicar present at any time. What I
discovered was that certain dealers had.a preview ol the goods.
This led the other dealers to object, so eventually it was
stopped, but the local people were unable to obtain any

bargains, only the unsaleable goods,
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5 000 smward hyv the 3 C £ he ~1 ] 10 trace o 13 1 arira
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has ever been discovered. His body is said to have disappeared

Frarm a nat +wantyv var N b RIS S Too
frqoqm a spot not twenty yards from the pub where the Lrays

J

spent a good deal of their time, and which is a short distance

£ n hadn € e ey kv U e . rncan
from their former home 1in Valance road.
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The feuds of the old race gangs were child s play compared

th the modern gangster, Al Capone ruled Chicago only

e

W
because the lae was corrupt, and
the political bosses who permitied the law to be corrupt. Once
the authorities fail to maintain law and order, the gangster
know, then you have crime on the scale we are having today.
When the public begin to realise that the law will not

protect them or cannot protect them if they interfere or fail

to protect others who are victims of bandits, then the situation

arises similar to that which is happening today.
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Let us look at the part the

producing this crime wave.






