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Stop, Search and Detain,

During 1942, another inecident happened which ¢

Slicad e +
Causcd me O

make another protest to the Commissioner ol Police,

In the course oi my business I orten received a letter or
postcard from customers telling me when to call upon them

as they had some clothes to sell. On the day
had received a letter Irom a lady who lived in a fenaon district,
o0 on this day I Journeyed to Hendon and bought some part-worn
clothing from the lady, just a couple oz gents.' suits and

& 1ew dresses. The goods were not very good and looked part-
worn, not vaiuable. By no stretch ot the imagination could

they be described as new g00ds or worth more than thr

I traveiled back to 0ld Street station, that being the
1earest railway station to my shop in Briek Lane. The T00ds

were packed in my bag which I carried like a postman, over

(03]

my shoulder, As I passed the police station, a P.C. was just
coming out or the police station, which is next door to the court,

The P,C. was a middle-aged man with about twenty years!

LY




seérvice, so it was a pPossibility that he had seen me before,

As I passed the station he stopped me by holding my arm. He
‘ sald to me, "What's in the bag?™ I told him, he was not
satisfied, and I explained I had a wardrobe shop in Brick
Lane and bought second-hand g80odse. I then took him into the
courtyard and emptied the bag.

He then said, *I'nm not satisfied,n Well, I have never

been noted for surfering fools gladly so I told him what I
¢ thought ot him, which did not improve matters, so I put the
g00ds back into the bag and said to him, "You know where to
find me," and began to walk out ox the station yard, Now g
midday crowd had stood watching the proceedings, and I was

annoyed. The P,C. got hold or my arm and arrested me and
~ 2
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took me into the station. He then had g conversation with
the station sergeant who sald, “So he wants troubleg"

He came up to me and said, "Take your hat oxf." Now

4

I was never one to be scared ol a policeman whatever rank he

f? held; it is sometimes policy to cringe to them when you are

asking for Tavours, but when you are the victim or police

bungling and they are acting like bullies, then is the time

to express your feelings in the most contemptuous manner Possible,
which is exactly what I did,
The sergeant so far forgot himseltr that he knocked my hat ‘

off, When I told him he would be sorry for that, he started




thruatening m the cells ang what w

He

enougl

L told him I hag hadg 1 of h

listen to me, haa certain phone nun

=

any trouble, so I

handed him t)

tell where I was detained,

and

'ould: happ

is bullying

\‘O
o

no

At 4l N
en there,

and he had to

iber I was to ring ir
& number and told him

When the Sergeant saw the phone number his behaviour changed
completely; "he sadic he was not allowed to ring the number, - He
immediately sent for the two'C, I D, men to make inquiriess,

Well, after Spending some three hours or so in the
police station, I lerft in a raging temper, The station ser eant

apologised for his conduct,

When' the CsIeD,

they wanted the phone number of my - eusto
to phone home to my wile for the number

had received that morning,

The CoI.D., then Phoned the lady a

detained at 01d Street police station,

time in the CelsD. room treated like

ap

being treated to g Tew insults, I was al

thought they

CQ IOL.

the matter, I lef't 01d Street police st

determined to them rue the day they

maxe

The lady at clidon was so disturb
in 197 8 and t+he MNovance +he had a1
1Aguiries ana tThe JA-ubd I1CE LLIC naa caug

asked me to come y

deserved g pat on th

to their

bstairs

at Hendon., I

mer

]

from the letter

na told her I was

Af'ter spending some

erson in custody and

lowed to go., The

1]

€ back for settiing

ation in g raging temper

intertered with me,

€d at the police

sed, she refused to do
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any more business wi e 1 sent 'ull -count of ail S€e
ters to the Commissionse OL Folice, givin Ll details o1

what happened in t] e station,

4 short time afrt 'wards 1 receivec a visit t'rom : olice
officer with w Ol ‘a8 Iriendly, who 2Xplained th Chief
Inspector oi O0ld Street olice station wished to s € me regarding
the complaint hag made, conc ng the conduct oI € police,
e advised me to 80 and see,the Chier Inspector and to agecent

i | an apology.

It must be understood that the Police were always in ¢}
Position or holding a winning hand, 11 L1 had recourge to
the law and s tarteqd legal proceedings ror Talse arrest and
impriuouuuut, then the publ ihjurious to me,

%y name and addregs voulc and the result
Would be the Publication or gyiy my past history, so I  Too¢
to lose g 3004 deadl and the pPolice knew this,
4 decided to let the matter drop, The Police tendereg ‘

me w!

an apology tor

1/ a
e

police full authority

t
v

at happened, i a statement leaving

for settling the ¢

-AdS€C,






