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Sidney Street Siege.

On the 2nd January, 1911, the police were in possession

of inrormation which suggested that some or the gang who took

part in the Houndsditec! shooting were in hiding in a room in

Sidney Street, Whitechapel., The scene or the last aet in

this tragic story of the Houndsditeh murders was set in

a
sordid street opposite the ramous tavern, “The Blind Beggar",
in Whitechapel Road, E.l. While I write these words, the Krays
and their gang are on trial for the brutsl murder of George
Corneil, by shooting him in this famous pub, where the vietim
had been lured to his death.

A Iew yards east ol the ramous London hospitali and nearly
ppposite where Generai booth started his Saivation Army
crusade, on: the corner of wmile kna Road, Sidney oStreet became
famous all over the world because ol an attempt to arrest
two or three suspects who were wanted ror questioning in
connection with the killings in Houndsditchs

The Sidney Street business was a disgrace to the police
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at 100 Sidney Street, E.1, which

75
chief's who were in charge oi the operation, Men's lives were

put in jeoparady through bad planning snd police incompetence

wkere made to look I'ldiculous and held up to ridicule throughout

the civilised worilg,
My informant who tooi part in the rirst attempt to enter

the house gave me the story, whiech I believe entirely,
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One or the raiding party told this r¢
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ntastic story to
-

the Lvening Standard in 1966, He was
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J. Stevens, nicknamed "dJdew Boy" by the unaerworld, now ninety
years or age. He said, and I quote: "I went to the London

hospital ang attewpted to get a doctor to supply me with g

o

arug so that I could dope the suspects in the house at 100

Sidney Street. while in the house I saw * ter the Painter!',m

He did not explain why they did not arrest him, ' t
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had been dreauming when he told tha story to the wvening Standard,

Sixty-rive years before, he had sgid that I had been previous.liy

convicted tTour times, when he gave evidence at the worth

London Sessions in 1902, when I was g boy or fifteen years,

Det. Sgt. Jack Stevens, aged ninety-one, died on Christmas

Evem 190/, so he went to & higher court,

The Story or Sidney Street, 1911,

This is the true story oi the attewpt to arrest two Suspects

was a three-storey tenement




K 1lddish (which is a mixture or Hebrew and Jerman
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+HE atvieluptl 1o evacuate the families from the house
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PCAKRINE Jew To explain mati rs caused

& go0od deal ol commotion, which unfortunately alerted the

SUspects wno realised something was on. The ramilies oz eople
. o~ MEr 2 o vg o i o o3 S 54 haliaa . — e vl 2 s ' CRTIE ) PR W
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A SUBSPECCTLS Who appeared to be aSleep, LS SIreet aoor was open,
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willCll 1S conmmon wilith all these tenements willCll contvained
several ramilies.
AbOUL. / &a.l. a8 large rurniture van cailed a pantechnicon
norses siopped outside 10U oldiley oiTtreets, insice

thes police rrom

complete cordon was

the block or houses

containing 100 Sidney

+nslde the van, the raiding party or C.l.D. men were

acdaressed by D,D.Ll. F. Wensley, who h
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told the mein that 11 was Proposed tTO cail upon tane two suspects

Y

to surrender, as the place was surrounced by the police, 8o as




the suspects might be asleep it was proposed that the raiding

party should leave the cover or the furniture van and throw

stones at the windows or the house, s0 as to make the men look

out; and then ealil them to surrender, iensiey made no agttempt

& -

to knoeck on the door or the room and question the men, These
two suspects were Russians and used to Russian police methods.
We dia not give them any chance to explain,

This plan did not meet with the approval or the majority
of the Csi.D, men and none wanted to be a dead hero. - But
amongst the party was the C.I.D. man who was D.D.1. Wensley's
oergeant, Det.Sgt. Leason, aud he knew weil that the " governor
expected him to show an example. He volunieered for the stone
throwing. 8o, leaving the protection oi the van, he started
to throw some stones at the windows; immediateliy shotis were
fired from the house and the brave vergeant Leason ieil, shot

T -~

in the chest. Several of his comrades rushed to his aid and
he -was pulled through the bpassage o1l a nearby house and carried
over the walls to the London hospital, where immediste medical
attention saved his life.

lleantime the furniture van was driven away with most or
the raiding party inside. So ended the foolisn plan to
frighten two scared and desperate men to surrender, and that

was the only action that the police took to arrest the two

suspects. The rest or that day was taken up by men or the
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