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CHAPTER 1.

Childhood.,

The Last End of London where I lived for the early part
of my lire was the district where T was born,

My parents were not Londoners by birth; my father came
from Cornwail and my mother came to London from Norwich,

iy mother was crippled for lite at the age o1 twenty-rive
years, the result oi a street accident when she was knocked
down by a run-away milk-cart, She received no compensation
for her injuries.

liy father was a woogd carver by trade but soon after my
birth his sight deteriorated, and he became g casual labourer,

I was born on the 2/7th November, 1880, at No, 4, Keeves
Buildings, Boundary Street, Bethnal Green, 'E, I was the fourth

child of the Tamily, two inrant boys having died before my

birth, leaving my sister Harriet the Surviving child,




lly parents were both illiterate. - The 1870 Education Act,
making education compulsory, had come too late to benefit them;
they knew nothing of the world they lived in and all that life
meant for them was getling enough to eat and sometimes, on
festive occasions, some beer to drink,

Boundary Street formed the western boundary or the district
known as "The Nichol", . The streets, alleys and courts formed
a densely crowded area in the south-western part or Bethnal
Green, which lies east of Liverpool Street Station, some ten
minutes walk awaye.

One hundred years ago this bloek oi streets had g score
Or more public houses or drinking dens, among its inhabitants
could be found men and women thieves, burglars, Pickpockets,
in fact €Very description oi rogue and Vagabond, also many
ladies of the town. This district called "The Nichol" had
been the centre oL organised and serious crime tor many
years before I was born,

No. 4 Keeves Buildings was g room in a tenement house
on the ground rloor, This tenement house Was one o. severgl
owned by a family named heeves who still own property in
Boundary Street,

These tenements Were some 100 years old or more at. the

end or 1886, and were in the last stages o1L decay,

Lach tenement contained twelve rooms on three fioors. In
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each t'loor was one W,C. and one water tap and sink, which was
common to the four tenants 1iving on. the Tioor, so that the
tenement house had twelve families living in its twelve rooms,
There was no garden bacsx or front, only a smail Jard some
12ft, square for the dustbin, There was also a basement, but

no daylight could penetrate the darkness. The basement was

Supposed to be the wash-house, but was only used by homeless
People for g shelter fronm the cold,

Because the landlorg Would not pPay to have the stairs
and toilets cleaned, no one would keep the tenement clean,
and they became Very dirty, ailso Very unhealthy ror the peopile
who were forcegd to live in these hovels,

The size or the rooms were some 10f't. square, 7 ft, high,
for which a rent of 4/~ was paid,

My birth was not a happy event for my parents. Illnesgs
haad prevented uother Irom working, times Were hard, tooa was
scarce, unemployment Processions ang demonstrations were g
part or everyday lire. Wy rather being an Unémployed casual
labourer could not coniribute any money towards the upkeep
of his family, so because oz their extreme poverty my parents
were forced to apply ror Poor Law Relief,

In 188oc there were no ma terni ty benefits, no clinies for

help and advice, no free milk, nothing but Poor Law Relief,

and that wgs only granted after extensive inquiries,
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The Means lest was very Strict; i an applicant POssessed
any property or article OI value which could be s8old, then you

had to seil it before you eould obtain relief, If an applicant
applied too often he hag to wait until inquiries were made
Oor he and his Tamily would have to enter the boorhouse,
commonly known as the workhouse, Poor lay Relief consisted oz
a few loaves oI bread stamped with the barochiay stamp so
that youq could not sell them, g Piece of meat, also tickets
for groeceries, tins Ol condensed milk. Wo money tor rent
was given and the Relief was granted for ope Weex only,

For my entry into the New Jerusaiem, Iy parents hag

obtained some ola cast-off garmentis;  my cot was an old orange

box, idegi for the bPurpose. y sister slept on the fioor
beside the box in. the Smail room that was our share or the
Great British Zmpire,

Within a few days oz my birth, Mother hag to start work,
matchbox-making for the firn oI Bryant & May. Mother worked
some lo hours'a gay making match-boxes at 24d. a gross; the
matehbox hag to be labeLLed, a strip os Sandpaper Pasted on
to strike the match on (this was before the safety match was
invented), the boxes being then scattered on the filoor or
the room to dry before being bPacked in 8rosses ang carried

to the factory some halr a mile away. Mother earned 1/6dil per

day or 1lo hours,
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The floor being the dry grounds for the wet matchboxes,
there was no room to move about for baby or anyone else,

The turniture consisted oi an 0l4d iron bedstead, g pair
of straw mattresses which were ideagl breeding grounds for
the bugs, ete., which infested the whole tenement, the bed-
clothes, walls ang broken plaster ceiling. A kitchen table,
two Windsor chairs and an 0l1ld chest oi drawers made up the
home. This small room was fitted with a large iron stove
which was flat on top and contained an oven and a place for
boiling g kettle or Saucepan, or for frying foodq,

Beside the fireplace was a large fitteg cupboard, for

he purpose oi; storing coal ang other fuel for the Tire;
the upper part of the cupboard was fitted with shelves for
storing T'ood, etec., if one had any foog left to store, One
can understand why c¢hild mortality was so high ang T.B. so
prevalent.,

27th November, 1887. One year old,

The second year or my existence began in an atmosphere
of misery, want, vice gnd crime., The East End containeg the
most poverty-stricken beople in Britain and "The Nichol"
contained the most Vicious or the Hast End. What chance did
little children have to grow up into decent Tolk? 1In this
Same year, the great Cardinal Manning declareq: "The state

of the houses are deplorable, not fit for human beings to live

R




in, families living in one room, these things caunnot g0 on,

The accumulation of wealth like mountains in the land, the
piling up ot riches in the Possession oi classes Oor individuals
cannot go on, ii these moral conditions or our people are not
healed. No Commonwealth can rest on such foundations,"

]

The years P
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Ssed and conditions seemed to get worse,
Mother had to make Sacks which were harger work than matchboxes,
the pay was hardly Sulficient to feed the family. The hours
\ of work were so long that it wWas almost ceaseless toil for
: Iy poor crippled mother; it was worse than slavery,
1887. Victoris had reigned for fifty years,
The Victorian writers called them fifty glorious

years,
Were they glorious years for the people living in the Tilthy

slums or our great cities? In London's igst End thousands
of people were living on the bpoverty line with one week's
wages between thew ang pauperism,

In Bethnal Green the average age at death was stated to
be forty years,

My own grandparents diegd at the age of firty-seven,

In
the EZast End, 55% of children 4i

ed before the age or five,

Mother lost two before the age oL three years,

In this Jubilee Year or 1887 there w

eére many demonstrations
by the Unemployed. Money wsgs invested in other foreign lands
which should have been invested in our own country so that
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Our own peopile should have ha

1

factories to worxk in, It took

Qu

Communism and two world Wars to make Britain invest in their

own land,

The riots in Trafaigar sSquare ' in 1886 and 1887 were
caused by the Unemployed protesting against the wealthy ang
brivileged Classes. It was the struggle for a8 right to share
in the Soclal benefits O a wealthy community,

Bloodyuunday, 13th Jovembcr, 1887, was One or the most
important days in the Politicgl history of London,
authorities hag banned !Pafalgar Square as g meeting Place,
this ban being the reason for great resentment, gng large
numbers ofr Unemployed made their way to the Square to Protest
against the edict to ban any meeting in the Square,

The Government had mobilisegq thousands oi foot ang
mounted police to stop any Cemonstration or demonutrators from
reaching the 2Quare. There were many elashes when the

demons trators attempted to reach the SqQuare, the police

severely manhandled the crowds, some hundregs being badly
injured ang two killegq,

John Burns, the socialist, who afterwards became g liember
Ol Parliament and R, B, Cunninghamn GTaham, the Scottish laird,
also a Soclalist, leg the demons trators, These two Prominent

men were arrested ang committed for trial at the 014 Bailey.,

At their trigl they were defenaed by ur, A8quith, who
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afterwards became Prime Minister,

Both Burns and Cunningham Graham were found guilty andg
sentenced to six weeks imprisonment,

The ban on meetings in Trafalgar Square was lifteg by
Mr. Asquith when he became Home Secretary,

In 1888, High Street, Shorediteh, was a market place on
the western side, with staiis and side-shows., Large crowds
used the market for shopping and drinking in the numerous
pubs that fiourished ail along the High Street right up to
Bishopsgate Street,

My Tather, in order to earn a tew shillings, took on a
potman’s job at'a locai pub in Shoredith High Street, The
name oi' the pub was The Jane Shore. Father was paid the
princely sum of one shilling a day, seven days a week, hours
of work 6 a,m., until 12.30 midnight; = this casual work was
ideal for Dad, he was able to bring home some food from what
was lef't over at the pub,

The Jane Shore was a Tamous pub, named af'ter Mistress
Jane Shore who was reputed to have lived in Hackney; she was
the daughter oi g London merchant, She married g goldsmith
Named William Shore. She became the mistress of Ldward IV,
After Ldward's death she Was accused of witcheraft and
harlotry, she was Torced to surrender her wealth, and after

Mmany wanderings was eventually found deag in a diteh in the
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place which is now called Shoreditch, 1527,

The Jane Shore public house was built over the spot or
diteh where the body or Jane was found;  tradition says.

The entrance hall to the pub bars was decorated by
large mosaies depicting the various episodes in the legendary
life or the unfortunate Mistress Jane Shore, This famous
pub stood opposite the old London llusic Hailj; during the
1939-45 War it was destroyed by German bombing,

In the year 1888 the L.C.¢. was Created by a Conservagtive
Government, This newly formed governing body oz earnest men
and women were pledged to abolish-the slums, to improve the
health and living conditions or the boverty stricken people
of London, where the rich got richer and the poor got poorer,
where the indifrerence and inhumanity ot the governing classes
calls forth the hatred ot the people who suffered from the
social degradation in which they livead.

The LiG.Cs spelt the doom of "The Nichol"; within g decade
this abomination ou slums were to be utterly destroyed, new
modern flats were to be built where thege wretched hovels
$tood and the air would be purer,

During 1888 the series of murders known as the "Jack the

Ripper" murders began on 6th August, 1888. The first victim

Was lMartha Turner, aged 35, who had lived in "The Nichol"; she

Was found with throat wounds in Whitechapel,
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This murder was soon followed on the 31st August,
Anna-Nichols, aged 41, Spitalfields. Annie Chapman, aged 48,
Brick-Lanes  All three were drunkards and progtitutes,

Throats cut and savagely mutilated,

30th September, Elisabeth Stride, aged 45, and Catherine
kZddoes, aged 43,

All five victims were murdered between 11 p.ms and L a.m,

The bodies or ail five victims were mutilated, all the

S e Rl e ——

victims were common prostitutes who paraded the Spitalfields
are and sold themselves for a few pence,

On 9th November, 1888, in a room in Millers Court, Dorset
Street, Spitalfields, the body of Mary Kelly was found, She
had been brutally murdered and savagely mutilated.

lMary Kelly had been foolish enough to take her murderer
Up' to her room, she was butchered in the most horrible manner,

proving her killer had reached the boundary of sanity and

could'be-classed absolutely insane. - Mary Kelly was buriegd

from a pub in High Street, Shorediteh, which stood next to

St. Leonard's Church, just a few yards from my home in Boundary
Street, so that in ail probability I was present with my

mother at the funeral, which my mother told me attracted

large crowds,
These murders were of special interest to the women or !

"The Nicholn, Many ladies ot the town who frequented Liverpool
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Street were domiciled in "The Nichol", They were or the same
soclial status as the victims of the "Ripper', although many
of these had protection from their "cosh-carriers",

In 1888 nearly €Very man in some streets of "The Nichol"
carried the "cosh", that is, he followed his woman when she
went out or an evening to carry on her business. He would
follow his woman until she found her brey and led him to
some back glley or courtway where the "cosh-carrier" would
strike his victim down and rob him of all he bossessed,

The saying "he carries the cosh" means, in modern slang,
he lives on.the immoral €arnings ol a woman. The cosh.was g
small iron bar carried up the sleeve and used very effectively
in stunning an intended victim,

It is a remarkable fact that the "Ripper" avoided the
streets and courts ot "The Nichol", which seems to suggest
that he knew of the cosh-carrier,

Whoever the murderer was, he knew the district well with
all its numerous alleys and courtways; - this fact alone means
he lived and worked in the district,

At the height of the "Ripper" scare, some 25000 police
drawn from the London divisions in the various stations were
on duty in Spitalfields area every night., Lvery man seen in
the streets was a possible suspect if seen in the company ot

a woman.




27th November,

1888,

[l
Two years old.

This was the year of the great dock strike led by John |
Burns, Tom Mann and Ben Tillett, '

This strike caused

l
Of the men who lived in "The Nichol" Were casual dock labourers, § §

f
No work = no pa8y. No money in the kitty to pay strikers, lj
No publie assistance, wor

relief,

| and were real blessing

o~
o

able to get a large jug of

constant strikes it

suffered,

Today, 1909, the pattern is still the

difference.
political power, large

women and children are

The dockers were s
it can be saigd they had g

regarded as of very low social

If the dockers could
enabling them to take ho
far happier for thousands
children;
one 's

day work

men

Soup kitchens were

was alwsg

The unions =

funds for political purposes, but tr
always the losers when a strike

triking for

me regular wages life would have been
OI dockers and their wives and

instead these casual dock

& week on many occasions.

great distress in "The Nichol", many

:
had to go to the Poor law for | |

pened 3

0

by charitable organisations
to

the mothers and children who were

Soup  to warm them., In thes

e

ys the women and children who

same, with this

re rich, powerful, with great

ne
Al

is

Ol—lO

a4 penny an hour more ang

o

g00a came; to be a docker was

standard.

have had continuous employment, so

labourers could not get
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S0 these men were Tforced to thieve or beg to keep those

€ mén hung about street

-
|

dependent on ‘them from starving., T
corners outside public houses for long hours, They were starved
and degraded, forced by necessity to join the Bervices; many
of them died on the battlefields oz the world fighting for
the Gregt Britain whieh could not provide them with g decent
home to live in, or even work to keep a wife and children,
The doecks shoulad have been decasualised tany years ago.

27th November, 1889, Three vears old.

18904 - cify young sister, liary, was born, ‘4s Usual, with
every increase in the family, there had to be an appeal to
the Poor Law for relief. ' As usual the investigation took
place into ways and means; gfter the parochial inquiry my
parents were informed that ‘T would be blaced in the care or the
Poor Law authorities,

So I was sent to a children's home at Leytonstone, where
I stayed for gome time. There is no doubt that this was of
great benefit to me, for by Placing me in an institution I
Was to receive the care and protection which my parents were
Unable to give me; it must be remembered that my mother had
already lost two children before they had reacheg childhood,
What else could the authorities do? There were five or us
in one small rooms,

20 at this early age I hadg my first experience of
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institutional lire, which was to be the lorerunner of many
years ol separation from family and friends, I had to learn
that to be born in poveriy deprived me of my rights and gave

+

the law the power to segregate me from the rest oi my fellows.
In 1892 John Burns and Keir Hardie were elected to
Parliament.  These two socialists were expected to be fighters
for the poorer classes and. the under-privileged,
r

The Whigs and Tories had governed the country for

generations, nothing had been done to abolish the filthy slums

L43]

that disgraced all our large cities and towns. No attempt
had been made by either to improve the conditions oi the
people who were living under appalling poverty, the children
neglected and half-starved, depending on public charity.

The country was divided between those who had wealth
and position and those who had nothing, all the increased
wealth which poured into the country from the British
pPossessions abroad were used to build up vast fortunes for
individual families to increase the luxury of the richer classe

The ruling classes were distrustful of the new sociaglist
party, which seemed to be gaining great support among the
tradesmen and respectable working classes. The old political
parties were afraid that the new socialism would destroy the
political system which had been in power tor generations.

There was no hope tor the people of these slums unless




they provigea work for all, work that Would earn decent wages,
houses fit to live in, where children could have a bed to
sleep on and g bath to bathe in.

The conscience of many thinking People was beginning +o

£nd,

During this yeéar I met with g street accident while
bPlaying in the Street in Boundary Street, where T lived, A

cask or butter fell from g bassing

cutting my head,

van and knocked me down,

I was taken to hospital with hesgg injuries,
For this acecident I was awarded 260 compensation,

to be
paid when I attained the age oI twenty-one

years,
2/th November,

1893, OEeVEen years old.

1894, Demolition of "The Nichol"

hag begun.
The People who lived in Boundary Street

had been warned
to find Somewhere else to live,

The question that troubleg

the people who lived in "The Nichol" wasg where coulg they
find other accommodation? None wanted us, everybody regarded
the peopile from "The Nichol" gs pariahs, unelean; for g
hundred yegprs Or more "The Nicholm had been a name to scare
beople,

the haunt Ol some oi the most vicious of the h

uman race,
The men convicted or th

€ Netherby Halil murders ca

me from “The
Martin ang Baker,

Nichoin , Rudge, who were executed at Carlisile,

I can remember the shop wh

€re the mother of one of thesge men



lived; ii-is on record she never opened the shop again

A good deseription O "The Nicholn is to be found 'in g
book written by arthur Morrison called A Chilg of the Jago,

In the €ariy years or the 19th century, Charles Dickens
gaVe us a picture ot the neighbourhoog in his famous novel
Oliver Twist.

" my

Owing to . the aemolition of +he Wichol" to clear the slums
for the erection os the new L,C,C, flats, the €Xodus has been
witnessed of & number of families wandering aboyut with a1l
their wordly Possessions on hand-carts, old prams stacked hi gf
Sometimes with Small childreq on top; they wander about
trying to find a room to live in, with no resting place but
the workhouse,

Sureliy the memories o1 these terrible days when there wgs

No room in the inn tor them, thesge memories will have g lasting

»
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a

efiect on the young, Young as I was, I €Xperienced gi3 the

shame ang degradation oi Teeiing we were Outeasts,

For myself, I know that the treatment we Ssuf'fered had g
lasting effect, so much so that I have no doubt it wag the
o0t cause of my subsequent anti-socigl behaviour, Today when
I reag or numbers ot gypsies being rounded up ang hounded from
one district to another, I think O the days when the people
Of "The Nichol" were evicted from their dwelling places and

treateq like

pariahs,
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S€ were the glorious years the Victorian writers were

SO0 loud in their pPraise of, but these writers were thinking

only of the upper classes who had invested their money in

the Crown PoSsessions of the smpire, and had received g
thousandfold in return,

Board School Report, 1894: mThe condition or young children

was deplorable, puny, pale-faced, scantily ciad and badly shod,
these small ang feeble folk may be found sltting limp and

cold on the school benches in ail the poorer parts or London,
They sweil the bills ot mortaiity as want and sickness thin
them orf or survive to be the needy and eénf'eebled adults

whose burden of helplessness the next generation will have

to bear,"

27th November, 189, Eight years old,

1895. In 01g Nichol Street stands the Holy Trinity
Church; he Vicar was known far and wide as Father Jay,
This Vicar was the founder or the first youth ciub in West
Bethnal Green, Boxing was the favourite sport for which
Father Jay's was the attraction,

The strange fact stands out in my memory that none of
the boys ever became thieves, I knew of none, Arthur Morrison

dedicated his story of A Chilg OI the Jago to Fa ither Jay,

’.A
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Young as I Was, I can remember well this Viecar, Truly

i€ was a man or God, many a lad was saved from a prison life




through the Vicar's loving kindness ang care,

Old Nichol Street is still in €xistence; it runs from
Swanfield Street to Boundary Street,

A few yards from Holy Trinity Church stands the Ragged

Schools Mission on the corner of Club Row, lMany hundreds ot

children attended the Mission on Sunday morning and afternoon,

where we were taught the Christian religion, |

The story oi the Christian religion and the Intant Christ | 1
appealed to the children of "7The Nichol" because or the stable
where the Inrant Christ was born and the poverty ot his parents, J M
The Flight to EBgypt in the darkness of the night was something ‘
they understood, Hagd not their own parents made g moonlight e
flight to fresh rooms away from the avaricious landlord, when

they were behing with the rent?

The prize for attending Sunday School was a ticket whieh
entitled the child to g breaxtast os bread ang milk,
Every weexday at 8 8sM., the children woulg line up, 1

- -~ - e t
winter and Summer, outside the nagged School Mission &nd in

the mission hall would sit at long tables andg receive large

1‘
bowls oz milk, hot, ang plenty oi bread. The short serviece : 11

| [
or thanksgiving over, the hungry children would eat and drink ! ‘“

their Till o1 the food, 14

The Mission Hall where we were entertained and fed was a

large hall, the waglls decorated with large pictures or the |1
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You see, Governments had learned the lessons oi the French
Revolution; hungry people were dangerous people, they had still
to learn that the people would not always be satisfied with
bread; = they would want cake as well as bread.

rom my regular attendance at the Mission Hall, I acguired

an extensive knowledge o. the Bible,

2/th Novembe L1895, Nine years old
Sl oY enel s 225 £ %

buring 1895, my parents had received iction notices to
clear out from the kKeeves Buildings. No attempt was made to
find us other accommodation.

Let me try to descrive for you what my parents had to
suffer in order to find a resting place. Iy mother, crippled,
pregnant and in pain - no pain-kiliing arugs Irom the N.H.S,,
only constant pain from her diseased hip. Uy father, secarcely
able to see, staggering along with my baby sister on g barrow,
my eldest sister helping my mother along.  liyself, holding
on the barrow which contained ail our possessions.

These things were our home, they were the things we were
€Xpected to fight for - yea, and even die for on the battle-
fields oi the world.

Wy parents wandered from district to district, then in

the neighbourhood borough oz Shoreditch, they rented a room

.

-~

in Drysdale Stree » Hoxton. After a few weeks the family were

€victed when the landlord discovered there were three young
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18% . After the itamily were evicted from D1 street,
Mot her 21018 IS + 4 r 113 At 37 Barman reoc+ g A~ y
MO LOCT Toun a I'eéstin plLace g ) 2acon ot SCL, DI'lick Lane, o,

scrounging food, sometimes a little

pett) in the marxet, Sleeping in any
odd corner, sometimes on the stairs Ol blocks oi Buildings.,
I became a reai mamin or the kast &nd,

AT'ter some weexs o1 roaming I found myself
in a very verminous condition. My vere rags and

would have been recognisable, uy poor mothe: to
trouble, ang my father's sight was 80 bad I doubt if he could
L,G‘ir- ‘17 )"\—h'\ \/‘o

The weather was 30 I would findg . 's
Tfire and sometimes he woula let me sleep in his nut; some

Were decent fellows but others were not so aecent, and I

Tinally gave Up going into a watchman's hut.

Brick ILane, E, runs from Bethnal Greer Road to Whitechapel.

It is a narrow road about halt a mile long with shops each
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