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A select Spitalfields bibliography 
 
This is a brief guide to a selection of items in the Bishopsgate Library about Spitalfields. It 
is not comprehensive, but aims to give a flavour of the variety of topics surrounding 
Spitalfields and the different materials available in the library. 
 
Books and pamphlets 
The London Collection contains a total of 45,000+ books and pamphlets about all major 
aspects of the character of London and its social, economic and architectural 
development. Useful classification numbers for Spitalfields are: 
 
D1 – Immigration 
D31.4 – Markets, including Spitalfields 
J – Trades 
L26.24 – history and geography of the East End including: Stepney, Mile End, 
Whitechapel, Wapping, Shadwell, St George-in-East, Limehouse, Spitalfields, Norton 
Folgate. 
 
Useful Journals 
In addition to local history and London-wide journals, the following journals focus 
particularly on the East End: 
 
Cockney Ancestor from 1978 
East London History Society Newsletter from 1982 
East London Papers 1958–1973 
East London Record 1978–1998 
Proceedings of the Huguenot Society of London 1885–1995 
Rising East 1997–2001 
The Cable (Jewish East End Celebration Society) from 2006 
 
Newspaper cuttings and ephemera 
The Library also collects cuttings from local and national newspapers and magazines and 
ephemera on the local area. There are files on Spitalfields, Spitalfields Market, the Silk 
Weavers and individual local streets. 
 
Photograph and illustrations 
The London Photographs Collection contains c.180 photographs of Spitalfields, from 1890 
to the present, and c.70 photographs of Spitalfields Market, mainly from 1980s and 1990s.  
 
Selected bibliography 
The next four pages list a selection of items about Spitalfields, its history, development and 
people. If you have any enquiries about the Library collections please contact us. 
 
Bishopsgate Library 
230 Bishopsgate 
London 
EC2M 4 QH 
 
Tel: 020 7392 9270 
Email: library@bishopsgate.org.uk
www.bishopsgate.org.uk

mailto:library@bishopsgate.org.uk
http://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/
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Book or article details Location 

Adams, Gene. A walk from the Geffrye Museum to Spitalfields. 
London: Geffrye Museum, 1995. L26.22 

Anon. How we came here. 1: the Huguenots in Spitalfields. East London 
History Society Bulletin no. 33, 1975. pp7–8 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Atkinson, Diane. Vile creatures: home working in Spitalfields, London 
1880-1909. In: Devonshire, Amanda & Wood, Barbara (eds.) Women in 
Industry and Technology from Prehistory to the Present Day. Museum of 
London, 1996. pp201–211 

D3.5 

Bedford Institute Association. Spitalfields Nippers: photographs by Horace 
Warner 1912. London: Bedford Institute Association, 1975. L26.24 

Borowick, Jessica S. Bengali-Muslim conflict and competition: approaches 
to constructing community in Spitalfields. [2005] Q D1 

Cashmore, Josephine. The Inspiration of Spitalfields: a brief history of the 
parish and church. Fidelity Print, 1968. 

L26.24 
pamphlets 

Cassels, J. W. S. The Spitalfields Mathematical Society. London 
Mathematical Society Bulletin 11, 1979. pp241–58 

F1.9 
pamphlets 

Council of Citizens of East London. Our East London: a study in diversity. 
London: Council of Citizens of East London, 1963. L26.24 

Cox, Margaret. The Huguenots of Spitalfields: the evidence from the 
Christ Church project. Huguenot Society of London Proceedings XXV, 
1989. pp21–38 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Cox, Margaret. Life and Death in Spitalfields, 1700 to 1850. York: Council 
for British Archaeology, 1996.  

L26.24 
(desk) 

Cox, Margaret; Molleson, Theya. The Spitalfields Project. Vol. 2: The 
Anthropology: the middling sort; with H.A. Waldron and D.K. Whittaker 
(CBA research report, 86). York: Council for British Archaeology, 1993.  

Q L26.24 
(desk) 

Diamond, Simon. Memories of Spitalfields. East London Record 8, 1985. 
pp22–6 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Forman, Charlie. Spitalfields: a battle for land. London: H. Shipman, 1989. L26.24 

Gibson, A.V.B. Huguenot weavers’ houses in Spitalfields. East London 
Papers vol. 1, 1958. pp3–14 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Girouard, M et al. The Saving of Spitalfields. London: Spitalfields Historic 
Buildings Trust, 1989.  

Q L26.24 
(desk) 

Girouard, Mark. The Georgian Houses of Spitalfields. Huguenot Society 
London Proceedings XXIII, 1980. pp225–6 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Girouard, Mark. The East End’s Streets of Silk: Spitalfields, 1. Country Life 
15 Nov. 1979, pp1726–8 
Ibid. An area to fight for: Spitalfields, 2. Country Life 22 Nov. 1979,  
pp79–116 

Q L26.24 
pamphlets 
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Book or article details Location 

Gregory, Eve & Williams, Ann. City Literacies: Learning to Read across 
Generations and Cultures. London: Routledge, 2000.  D80 

Guillery, Peter. Another Georgian Spitalfields: Workshop Tenements in 
London’s Silk District. In: ibid, The Small House in Eighteenth-Century 
London. English Heritage, 2004. pp79–116 

Q L36 

Hammond, J.L. and Hammond, Barbara. The Spitalfields Silkweavers.  
In: ibid, The Skilled Labourer (new edition). London: Longman, 1979. 
pp168–180 

Howell 
331.8 

Horner, R. Letters relating to Spitalfields Market (1887) Bradlaugh 
1344, 1354 

Kershen, Anne J. Huguenots, Jews and Bangladeshis in Spitalfields and 
the Spirit of Capitalism. In: Kershen, Anne J. (ed.), London: the Promised 
Land? The Migrant Experience in a Capital City. Aldershot: Avebury on 
behalf of the Centre for the Study of Migration, 1997. pp66–90 

D1 

Kershen, Anne J. Strangers, aliens and Asians: Huguenots, Jews and 
Bangladeshis in Spitalfields 1660-2000. Abingdon: Routledge, 2005 D1 

Le May, K. The Silk Weavers of Spitalfields. Cockney Ancestor no. 48, 
1990. pp7–12 

Family 
History 

Journals 

Leech, Kenneth. The Decay of Spitalfields. East London Papers vol. 7,  
no. 2, 1964. pp57–62 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Leech, Kenneth. The role of immigration in recent East London history. 
East London Papers vol. 10, no. 1, 1967. pp3–18 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Lichtenstein, Rachel. Rodinsky’s Whitechapel. London: Artangel, 1999. L26.24 

London County Council and London Survey Committee. Spitalfields and 
Mile End New Town: the Parishes of All Saints, Christ Church and the 
Liberty of Norton Folgate. (Survey of London, 27). The council, 1957. 

Q L16 
(desk) 

McCann, Phillip. Popular Education, Socialization and Social Control: 
Spitalfields, 1812-24. In: McCann, P (ed.) Popular Education and 
Socialization in the 19th Century. London: Methuen, 1977. pp1–40 

Howell 
372.942 

Manchee, William Henry. Memories of Spitalfields. Huguenot Society 
London Proceedings X, 1914. pp298–345 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Manchee, William Henry. Spitalfields: Sir George Wheler and his Chapel, 
St Mary’s Spital Square. London and Middlesex Archaeological Society 
Transactions ns II, 1911–13. pp454–78 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Marmoy, C.F.A. The Huguenots and their descendents in East London. 
East London Papers vol. 13 no. 2, 1970–71. pp72–88 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Maxwell, Phil. East: Photographs of Bangladesh and East London. 
London: Cityside Regeneration, c1999. F L26.24 
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Book or article details Location 

Morrad, Annie. Past and future reflections in Spitalfields: a photo essay. 
Rising East vol. 4, no. 2, 2000. pp125–131 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Mullen, Lisa. Out with the old? Spitalfields' food wars herald a new age. 
Time Out London, 26 April 2006. pp159–161 

Q L26.24 
pamphlets 

Oliver, Claudia. Report from ‘H’ Division: History set in Stone. 
Ripperologist no. 21, 1999. pp26–27  
(Pavement Roundels indicating artistic sites in Spitalfields) 

Q D8 

Rau, Diana (ed.) 1891 Census – Index of Heads of Families from the 1891 
Census Project of Spitalfields. (University of Leicester History Department 
Occasional Publication No. 5) Leicester: University of Leicester, 1994. 

Q D2.2 
pamphlets 

Reeve, Jez; Adams, Max. The Spitalfields Project. Vol. 1, The 
Archaeology: Across the Styx (CBA Research Report, 85) York: Council 
for British Archaeology, 1993. 

Q L26.24  
(desk) 

Rothstein, Natalie. Spitalfields Silks (Victoria & Albert Museum, 6). 
London: Bethnal Green, 1931. J8 

Rothstein, Natalie. The Calico campaign of 1719–1721. East London 
Papers vol. 7, no. 1, 1964. pp3–21 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Rowe, D.J. ‘Chartism and the Spitalfields Silk-Weavers’. Economic History 
Review 2nd Series XX, 1967. pp482–93 Journals 

Sabin, Arthur Knowles. The Silk Weavers of Spitalfields and Bethnal 
Green. London: Bethnal Green Museum, 1931. J8 

Salmon, William. A Short History of the Parish to Commemorate the 
Centenary of the Coming of the Marxist Fathers to Spitalfields. Salesian 
Press, 1950. 

L26.24 
pamphlets 

Scott, J.H. Spitalfields, E.: a short history, 1197-1894. Napier, 1894. L26.24 
pamphlets 

Severs, Dennis. 18 Folgate Street: the life of a house in Spitalfields. 
London: Chatto, 2001 L26.24 

Sheridan, Laza. Spitalfields Green. The Jewish Quarterly vol. 34, no. 2, 
1987. p11. (Part of a themed issue on the Jewish East End) C18.16 

Smith, Joanna & Draper-Stumm, Tara. An Industrial Suburb: the 
Commercial Buildings of South Shoreditch 1850-1980. (Part One: 
architectural investigation report). London: English Heritage, 2004. 

Q L26.22 

Spitalfields Development Group. Spitalfields: A Continuing Story. London: 
Spitalfields Development Group, c1989. L26.24 (desk)

Spitalfields Development Group. New Heart for an Old Soul. Spitalfields 
Revitalised. London: Spitalfields Development Group, c2002. 

Q L26.24 
(desk) 

Srebnik, Henry Felix. London Jews and British Communism 1935-1945. 
Ilford: Valentine Mitchell, 1995. D3 

Swain, Hedley & Roberts, Magdalen (eds). The Spitalfields Roman. 
London: Museum of London, 1999. 

L26.24 
pamphlets 
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Book or article details Location 

Taylor, William. This Bright Field: A Travel Book in One Place. London: 
Methuen Publishing Ltd., 2000. L26.24 

Thomas, Christopher; Sloane, Barney; Phillipots, Christopher. 
Excavations at the Priory and Hospital of St Mary Spital, London. MoLAS 
Monograph 1. London: Museum of London Archaeology Service, 1997. 

Q D76.15 
(desk) 

Thomas, Chris. Life and Death in London’s East End: 2000 years at 
Spitalfields. London: Museum of London Archaeology Service, 2004.  Q L26.24 

Thomas-Corr, Johanna. Old meets new at Spitalfields. CityA.M, 10 July 
2006. pp14–16 

Q L26.24 
pamphlets 

Ward, Herbert et al (eds.). Bricks and Mortar: Some Important Buildings in 
Tower Hamlets (AD 200 to AD 1974). London: London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets, 1975. 

L26.24 

Warner, Frank. The Silk Industry of the United Kingdom: its Origin and 
Development. London: Drane’s, 1921. 
(Chapter V: Foundations of the London Silk Trade, the Story of Spitalfields 
pp53–66, Chapter X: Spitalfields of Today pp95–106) 

Howell 
677.4 

(Howell room)

Watling, John. Bishopsgate and Spitalfields British Railway Journal 
Special Great Eastern Edition, 1989. pp85–118 Q D35.1 

Weekly, C.M. The Spitalfields Silkweavers. Huguenot Society 
Proceedings XVIII, 1950. pp284–91 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Wells, Danny. Civilising the East End: ‘Happy Stepney! Glorified 
Whitechapel! Beautiful Bow!’ Rising East vol. 4, no. 1, 2000.  
pp146–158 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Whitechapel Art Gallery. East End Story. An Exhibition of Life in the East 
from Roman Times to 1920. London: Whitechapel Art Gallery, 1949.  L26.24 

Williams, Andrew. Inner London: Spitalfields and the south bank. 
Sheffield: Geographical Association, 2005. L21 

Williams, William Henry. Spitalfields and the Huguenot Weavers. The 
Journal of the London Society no. 394, 1972. pp14–20. 

London 
Collection 
Journals 

Worsely, Giles. ‘No. 4 Fournier Street, Spitalfields’. Country Life CLXXVIII, 
1985. pp1489–93. 

L26.24 
pamphlets 

 
Sources of Further Information 
 
London’s Past Online, a bibliography of London’s History 
www.history.ac.uk/cmh/lpol/  
 
Creaton, Heather (ed.) Bibliography of Printed Works on London History to 1939. London: 
Library Association Publishing, 1994. 
 
Compiled and selected by Elizabeth Pinel, September 2006. 

http://www.history.ac.uk/cmh/lpol/

