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The Wardrobe Degler,

Jome wardrobe dealers give notice of ealling by putting (
cérds through the letterbox. The cards give the householder .
} time to sort things oute. The wardrobe dealer is the only person

who calls from house to house to give money away. Near.iy every {
caller during the day wants the lady to buy something,.

We wardrooe dealers buy irom the houses something that the '
householder no longer needs. We sell those things to people w
who cannot aftrord to buy any new clothes tor themselves or ';
their children. H

Ir you were to visit the old ciothes markets or the Last
knd on a Sunday morning and see the vast number ot people
N sorting out the piles oi ciothes, you would be surprised at
the poverty or some or these people. The Welfare State has not
solved all the problems; the Irish emigrants creating the same |

‘

conditions as their forerathers did in the years or the potato |
famine have become the poverty-stricken slum dwellers or the
filthy dens in which we East knders spent our childhood.

In the Brick Lane and Stepney parts or the Last End you ‘W‘
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will rind a motley collection or Irish, West Indians, Pakistanis,
Indians, maltese and other Arrican Commonwealth eitizens, all
living in the streets and houses that should have been condemned
years ago; the schools and streets are filled with the ort-
spring ot ail these migrants, they are the tuture citizens of
fast London, In the sBrick Lane old clothes market which is
held in Cheshire Street, one day only up to 1 p.m. on Sunday,
you will f'ind thousands o1 people oi all races. The Asiatic
pdople are the buyers or men's suits, séewing machines, prererably
Singers, bicycles and even antiques tor the Atrrican markets.
All this gear which they -buy in the market place is taken
away 1in lorries to the doeks, These Asiatics work on the
ships as sailors and are thus able to take their goods on
the ships without any export licence or fees, ‘
Among the crowds are thousands ot the workers trom other
parts or London. They come to buy a working suit for a pound,
or cheap working shirts,
The women are looking f'or cheap dresses and underclothes
for a rew pence, children‘'s clothes are in great demand, also ﬁ
boots and shoes, so the clothes we wardrobe dealers buy from |
the lady o1 the house go to clothe those who need them most -
that is, the very poor working people or alil our great towns

and cities, whatever the race or colour or their skin, ‘because f

poverty knows no barriers or caste distinction.




The other great Last End clothes mart lies in Houndsdi tech,
City or London. A few yards from the scene of one of the most
brutal killings in the records or the City or London, on the
16th Lecember, 1910, This market is now part or the bonded

warehouses ot Cutlers Street, Port o1r London Authority, which

is rented to the market tenants.

ﬁ

On weekdays, except Saturdays, the market is open to ail
Wardrobe dealers to come and sell their goods to other dealers.
When 1 first started hawking, my friend Berry would take
me into "The Lane" as it is called and show me how to sell
the goods we had bought.
The buyers are mostly Jewish, who have large wholesale
businesses and live at Brighton. They specialise in certain

classes or goods. The buyers or men's ware will not buy

any other kind or goods, likewise the buyers or "rubbish", which

is the trade name for all kinds of ladies' and children's ware,
will only buy this class ol goods. Boots and shoes are also
bought by the buyers who specialise in footware.

In the 1930s the price paid tor a decent part-worn suit
at the door would be //od. or 10/- depending on the colour and
condition. That suit would be sold for 15/- to a dealer;
suits like this are sold to an acution dealer because they
are sold by auction in the country market places on market day;

the price for such a suit would be 25 -, The dealer makes a
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protit or % - on every suit, that's ailowing 5 - for cleaning
and repairs. A dealer in auction suits could sell some firty

or more on a good market stail., All these auction suits are
from weil known City tallors such as Hector Powe, Simpsons,
Barkeks, etc. They were value Iror money especially when bought
to wear on Sundays and holidays.

The cleaning and repairs were carried out by emigrant
}olish Jews, wno would work very hard and skilriully to do
repairs to a damaged suit.

A good wardrobe dealer can collect f'our or six suits a day.
In the hungry thirties, a good dealer could earn some two pounds
or more a day. Today, the same suit would sell ror two or three
pounds in trade, but the lady ot the house would want more
than ten shillings for the suit, which she previously was paid.

During the war years I have paid as much as seven
pounds for a demob suit, ir the colour was right. You see, 26
coupons were required to buy a new suit, so even a demob suit
could sell for ten pounds. The Government paid two pounds ten
for demobbed suits and we paid up to seven pounds for them
from the demobbed service men, The reason was, orficers
had a better quality suit than the ordinary service man.
Another was that the oificer sold his demob suit while the

ordinary serviceman kept his Ifor work.

I remember some years ago when I was working with Bill



, we were callinget ho surbiton in Surrey. I bought
ome suits at ¢ ouse and I sked the | ii had an:
I Se 3 went upstairs 1d brought down a bundle oI
st 5, anon hich- wez 3 € dress -shirts still folded
£ they had come back from the laundry. l paid © L 1(

the " Lane" anc old then., The was Friday, so that we
had to sell the "rubbish" because the Lane would be closed
until m
3 3 ¢ 38 shirts had a fixed price, a shillin
each old or s they iy d for maki 00 nality pocket

nandgerchiers anc

were always folded up, so we never looked at them, just sold
them for a shilling each. Thereby lies the gist ot this story.

On the rollowing Sunday morning we were-+at the stal
- >

b

[

n Brick Lane when a police oftficer and a gentleman from

sSurbiton called at the stail and wanted to know what had
appened to ! dress shirts 1 had Trom the
previous rridaye. The gentlieman as very adlsturbe nen ne
legrned we had sold them. 'he recason we that | 13 placed e
large amount or money it the 1 d I'or sarety,
unknown “to'his wire, We never got the
It was & lesson to gall of us n ™ to K 8 cret from




Let us hope the gentleman Torgave his wire tor the loss of
his savings.
During this period, the East Endg was the battleground ror

the rascist and Communist gangs or political 5ir
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Uswald mosley held big politicadl meetings il

{

and most people seemed to be weari ng black shirts. Everv
n'iz';i;t there were disorders round the meetir 1gs; the Jews seemed
to be the target tor the viiest abuse at most meetings. There
is no doubt that without the JdewistF question the fascist
propaganda would have made no progress in the Last End. What
the crowds went to hear and see were the ravings oir men

like William Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw). It was in Bethnal Green

o/

1

that William Yoyce had his race scarred by a razor slash,
Lven today, 1909, the Union movement still hold their

meetings and they have large numbers or supporters in Bethnal

G2

Green., Their rivals, the National Soclalists, seem to have

recruited many or the former speakers oi Union movement.

what surprises me most the number of police present at

=
w

U

these meetings, I have seen as many as Iour Special Hranch men
with their notebooks recording every word spoken trom the

platform, When police are so urgently needed for crime

prevention, why do they waste good men writing down a lot

of silly speeches which no one takes any notice orv Do they

know they encourage the speakers to make inflammatory speeches




gnd he took me over his house and
proud o1 his

wno Jlooked

1T was not hard to realise that he was lo

someone like mysell to taik about old times,
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1l N8d The same CXPCrilCNnce geveral ti
ourrey, 1 was calling at the houses in g

the town., At one house an elderly

'n Ne sglid, "You

Speaking to

I was rather surprised because I did not

he nad the advantage of me because I digd

told me he had been a Chief Inspector oz

known me quite well. The remarkable thing about

with retired high-ranking police oiticers

regarded me with any suspicion. LThey

liluch or the information I gat

to t

sources relating

es vnce at Ashs Leaa,

*lnan opened the door,

Lamous cases, like Houndsditch, Steinie
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Jarden. We had a ver
old times, fie had g
as old gs his master,

nelLy and wanted

are so-and-=so,.”
kKnow him, I said
not know him. He

Division and had

a1

these meetings
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Morrison and the Sidney Street affair was Irom police who

were there,

For instance, it is on record that the guns tound in Sidney
Street were never proved to be the guns which were used in
Houndsditch ftor the murder oi the three policemen.
At Wallington in ourrey I was always invited into the
“hier's house; he always had something ror me to buy.
I 'had one Cil.Ds chief who was famous; this man was a good
3 friend to me, he even introduced me to his friends in order to
buy their clothes., Yes, there are good and bad in the police
force, the same as the legal proression, the Church, and other
bodies or men. In one district I worked every month or SO,
there were three ¥iying Sguad oiticers in one roade. . All knew
me well, but to their everlasting credit, none ever imparted
that inrormation to any or the residents in that road,
1939+ « During the past months I had been iraining as

an A.R.r. warden, so on the outbreax or war I Put on the

@

s warden‘s heimet and prepared ror whatever was coming. Th

wages were three pounds weekly but the Government had declared

[
[

a moratorium, so the anxiety about morigage repayment, etc.,
was ailayed by these measures.

On the Saturday morning, September 2nd, 1939, was witnessed
all over London something that had never been seen beilore in

Britain, and let us ferventliy pray may never be seen again.






