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CHArLEK 1DHe

rortland Convict rrison,l9.3,.

The p serviitude Actl 1lobHy had estabiished rortiand as

the construction work in dockyard.

\ great mole ol rortland Harbour® was bullt ent )y convicts,
the stone being quarried from the stone quarries where the
convicts worked,

nen we tl rrison we were taken at once to
the separate cells, which was the reception centre for new
fHHere 1in this blockK oI 2n are located on
reception and on the day ol their release. on each
\
prisoner changes into the convict garb or uniform or the new
prison. He 1s in LOor workin yarty, medically examin
»

and appears belore the Governor to see 11 he is the man he is
supposed TO Dbe, 1o my surprise, 1 Iound that 1 was classed

e t 3 = . SRR o ] | s T s ¥ & - SV LS p wASYT 3 X &% ne o
as an l1ntermediate. L€ Cclothes we were T0O wear were decorated

wlln r'ed SUI'lpes Oon sleeves ana cap, denotin that I was to

be kept apart irom the recidivists. 1l was to work in the

carpenter's shop, so arter carerul consiceration the authorities




LO/[ »

nad declded 1 was not sucn a dangerous crimi

as tne police

o 2 & . s 4 % 2 =3 - & va ( Y 3
| crange conaduct or the prison authorities in 1902 had
evidendtl Deeil 1nvestvliga By Th€ rrison Comnlssioners. 4 0e

L

' arrival, we were ail located in the ceil

DAard ]« T ey T on
Portland., 1l was locagted

fine view of the harbour =a

.
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Dorstal, wio was surprised tTo see me back 1

4iNis oIllcer made me Ieel rather

becoming another Borstal Tfailure,
Ihe separate cells were a block ol cells for the most

dangerous and troublesome meii, Inose who had committed

prison oirlcers and had been riogged and had to

o et e . ~ P A — . - + i W o ~ ¥ oy 5P by 2 . ] &
wear chnalns riveitived round tneir legs 1ior a perioa or six months

orison, the ciimate is ideal,

-+

Discipline was very .strict, the

believed in punishment;

€ Was an eX-Arimy oiilcer, one named Captain sShuler, thne

stion oi rerormation never caused him the slightest anxiety,
he never considered it a part ol his duty.

The carpenter's shop where I worked was located outside

back gate or the prison
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Mha JTaroe n At wearaehine whid e I e~ : N
'he large number ol wars! 1ps which D& seel 0l iles
-~y e N .y oy T g N o r P — y o e 25 VAL > ~ ’ P e E e
out at sea was ﬁi VO L eoug! ull; v clhelre m DC o OLUIC cI"UT

1N Tlhle Iunourl's.

T'hen thedday arrived when the Grand rleet had sailed in

the night and we knew that peace would ailed too.
LNnose o1 1u vho lived througlt the years or t (WO wWars

ol 1914~18 ana 1935Y=UlL reaiise the terrivie price that *l

people ol the world paid in biood ana treasure, we wonder ii
it was ail worth while. I beiieve that the two wars were

colossali bluncers ror ureat mritain. wnothing good resulted
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patchies and Drowil on Nis convic t-suit. e was 8.l80 wearing
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Ihe man had attempted to escape from the carpenter s shop

by jumping over a wall, but the other side oi the wall was
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After coming from hospital he was pun
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no intention to kill.
would become worse 1i--not released soon.
For some reason he was ver
kindred spirit in me. I was Ifriendiy with
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spoke like an educated man, could have been agbout iorty
y t

of age, same type as homosexuals. He was very far gone

the road to mel Wwould ask me every
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Always believed that n.P.s were gemanaing nis reliecase.

was a native ol
a mental hospital.

Number Ifour was

strong, no pity for anyone.

HeM, prisons. No sympathy Ior others, would have made

Warder warned me to be:car
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ars,

years

along

orning

had heard the crowds ground the prison demanding his release,

bench mate, the Yorkshire miner, sane,

No iliusions about the inmates o1
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involved with Tne law agalile MOST meil LeavVdlil 1SS0 Nave

good intentions, we all promise ourselves nevel

of us are mora cowards and have notv the moral Coul'agc 1O 88y

11

to our old friends, "leave me out, I'm finished, had enough."”

When 4 went back tTo Srick Lane, 1L weili Dacs Lo Ly OLlU

way of liie.

You cannot mix it. I had learned no r from the last Iour
rride and vanity took hold oi me. I thought I was too
clever to make a mistake, but oh, how wrong 1 was. Like many
other itools, 4 going back to the old way Ol life. wny
return ticket was aliready issued.
I called at d Yard and had the riot act rea to me:

+

you must not do this, you must not do that. &he aull orities
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- - 2 - . . - awine o khim Wiz wtioat®T W +
e a child when you Keep saying O Llil, 'YOU mustv now

do this, you must not do that,” when he feels Iree iIrom
estraint he, like a child, will do the very thing you have
forbidden him to do just because he Knows it is wronge.

g0 when 1 leit Scotland Yard toat ca

- o . - 4+ 4 ¢ p " P - .
ordered to do this and uthatv, and uic

againswy authority begal To LakE BCCU. Wwhy shoula thaey ordaer
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courts  and alleys ol "The Nichol" and Gibraltar Gardens.and

o
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thelr llke, ooMme LiKe mysell had S1E€PT Oon The pare floozx

of the hovels they called homes,

l'hese boys went and did not return. we remembered. them

by having remembrance plaques fixed on the walls of houses

and Country. "At the rising up and the going down of the sun,

‘ g3 1 - } - +3 o 1
we will remember them,"

It is a sebering thought to realise that if I had not l

met up with "Jew Boy" in lMarch, 1902, I too may have been

F +

one of these dead heroes who died in the war to end all wars.

The Second World war 1939-1944~5 came and the bombs fell
and destroyed the little houses in the megn streets. So. we
who lived had nothing to remind us of those who gave their
all for King and Country.

The little wayside shrines in the mean streets of our
cities and towns disappeared under the destruction of the
bombs, and we realised that all the sacrifice of the first

World War had been in wvain. We had still to lec that all

A
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wars are nothing but a great illusion as Norman Angel wrote.

Many came back, to die of pulmonary disease caused by poison

mis 17 -

gas, 'They died and did not know what they were fighting for.

)

How could they be expected to know when even the men who formed




the Government did not know? History has passed its verdict
on this war of 191.4-18. We know the Treaty of Versailles

led to the causes which made the war of 1939-45 inevitable.

.#We know now that the Government and the military leaders were
incapable of making war or of making peace. They caused the
mass slaughter of a generation of the world's youth,

In 1916, we had a few raids by Zepps and fast flying
planes. One bomb on Gibraltar Walk killed quite a few people
who had taken shelter in the house that was hit.

Friends wanted me to join the Army Veterinary Corps. I
had a promise of non-commission rank if I joined, but after
consideration I turned the offer down., If I did not want '
to fight for the country I certainly was not going to rob it,
so I refused this very tempting offer. Horses were worth a ‘
very good price in Belgium and France. They were not all
heroes, even if they wore khaki uniforms.

Barly in 1916, my old enemy "Jew Boy" who was at this
time a member of C.I1.C. called at my home to se¢he; not finding
me at my home he left a message to see me at 8 p.m. at the
corner of Commercial Street. I was not to go into the police
station, Ile made it known that this was a routine check.
When 1 left Portland, I became a ticket of leave man for the

unexpired part of my sentence of three years, that was nine

months licence. During this period of nine months, the ex-convici
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was at the mercy of the police.

They can at all times arrest him at their discretion. o0
I went to keep the appointment under duress, knowing that bet.
ggt. J. Stevens would avail himseli ol the first opportunity
"

to send me back to prison. 1 met "Jew Boy" at the appointed

place and we had a talk, then he told me the "governor"

wished to see me about a little matler.

gshen L went with "Jew Boy" to meet the n governor" that
night in Mareh 1916, I knew that it was no social visit, the
last time I saw DeD.l. Fo Wensley was in December 1911 in
No. 1 Court at the Uld Bailey.

I remembered a day in January 1911 when he sent "Jew Boy"
and four others 10 tell Steinie Morrison he wished to speak
to him about his licencee. Why he had not reported to the
police, so 1 wondeled if I was going to be another fall guy
for some villainye.

when we reached Leman Street police station I was on
the verge of running away, so I hesitated in going into the
station, so ''Jew Boy" said to the P.L. OO the door, "Tell
Inspector Wensley he has a visitor." S50 I was invited into
the spider's web to listen O s tatements made by a convicted
thief, who having been found guilty ol stealing a vanload OI

whisky and also a vanload of tea was put back to give information4

to the police. This was a statement that I had organised the
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 two robberies.

pe It.will be noticed the difference in the way I aum. treated.
;\ﬁe more the illegal entry into my bedroom. The arrest without
 |ugrrant or evidence of a charge, the detention in a cell for
mgny;houré.-'ﬁo, this treatment would not be right for a

. pupili who has graduated with honours from Portland.  Now I,

j am politely asked to meet the C.I.D. outside the police,

| station, where the police apologise for the inconvenience caused.
- A statement is read out to.me to justify my detention,
-f;ggn I am placed in a detention room. The usual budiness of
ffgggup of .tea and a cigarette to soften me up for the kKill.
 Kind words and a couple of cigarettes work wonders, police.
{!gg your friends and only wish to. help you. .. 56 o .

" ... I was remanded.in custody for.a week...The following week
;Eﬁappegred at the court. Defended myself and submitted no 3
cese to answer. Magistrate agfééé, case dismissed.

fanﬁ When I arrived home in 1915, my friend Spencer was already
 gerving in the Army, R.A.S.C. When on his frequent weekend
.ieaves he lodged at my home in the Gardens.. Spencer was.a
‘confirmed thief, or rather a clever. pickpocket. .So when .I
ii@g} home and saw him in Army uniform . I knew thaf it was not
patriotism that had influenced him. .In 1916, there were a. =
'f%gber of known pickpockets:in. the Hoxton and Shoreditch

districts, and most of them were in khaki.
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Dy orioin v responsible N, C.0, tTh woulc el weexend
passes ahd carry on thelir professional operations under the

cloak of their army uniforms. Spencer was one of this gal

Ol pickpockets who numbered some ten men, and they were doin
{
remarkably well,
vne weekend, they robbed a man ol some £350 at Kings Cross

railway station, this money was all in Bank of England notes.
pencer 's share ol the loot was £35, one £20 note and three
&5 notes. These notes were left with my mother to look after
for him. At this time, my mother had some £80 belonging to
him so Spencer considered his savings were in safe hands. It
must be remembered that in 1916 the public could not change
Bank of England notes in any place unless they were known.
Spencer could have sold his notes to a fence for £30, but

he wanted the full value.

So I foolishly changed the notes and got arrested, tried
and sentenced to five years for receiving
money.

I firmly believe it was my destiny to be convicted and
sentenced to a long term of penal servitude for something so
oolish that I would always realise how ignorant I was where
the law was concerned, and never more would I convince myself

that I was too clever to get caught.

¢

So the friendship begun in 1903 when I was released from
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wormwood Scrubs had brought misfortune to both of us. 8

was led into the Vendetta case by me and got 4t years. -And
I got 5 years through his carelessness. My Tamily closed the
doors on him and he had to find another lodging. The £80 that
he had saved was confiscated and put in War Loan for the day
I finished my sentence.

During the years 1916-1917-1918-1919-1920 I passed through
Dartmoor, Parkhurst and Peterhead in Scotland. I became
acquainied with most of the notorious criminals of this period.

what impressed me most was the conceit and vanity of their

characters. First and foremost, everyone wanted to be

s

regarded as belonging to the highest ranks of the criminal
fraternity. They told stories of their criminal activities
involving thousands of pounds. I enjoyed their confidence

because I was a good listener, and they relied on my reputation

as a tough guy to protect them from any enemy they made.

D

As I spent most of my time .in Parkhurst, I knew most of

the villains who passed through. Among the persons. sentenced
at the Old Bailey Sessions in May 1916 was two members of a
gang who practised forgery on a large scale. . The youngest

of the two men was named Bruce, who was a Canadian by birth,
and the other defendant was an Australian a;uc‘ubout sixty-nine.
Mr. Justice larling was the Judge.

The evidence was that they forged a will which they had




sworn to in the Probate Courdt, which Bruce had been lefl a

+that should they help the police %o convict the actual forger,

both men would recelive substantial reductions. in thelr sentencese.
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such is reality. There is no nonour among criminalse.
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After his release, Sruce went back to the wWwest End ol
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