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Steinie morrison 1911l.

It must be cleariy understood that althougn Steinie mag rison
¢ ' was wanted by the police Ior raliiing to report to the police
for being a convict on licence, he had not 1lert Whitechapel nor
his lodgings, and even arter the murder he continued to use the
same restaurant tor his meals, where he was arrested.,
Steinie morrison was put on trial at the Central Criminal

s Darling for the murder oIl Leon HEron.

Court berore mur. Justi
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There was a strong circumstantial case apainst Morrison; he

had the mistortune to have a judge whose reputation as a wit
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far exceeded his ability as a lawyer, morrison was handicapped

2 by lack or funds to brief a good criminal lawyer, he had to
be satisfied with a good trier and that is alil that could be
said or the lawyer, wr. Edward Abinger.

morrison was found guilty, not on the evidence agains®t
him on the indictment ror murder, but on the evidence against

him or being a burglar who had been convicted for burglarye.

ur. Justice Darliing gave permission Ior’ the LI'OWQ to prove
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previous convictions which wr. R.D. muir did with deadly erfect

H
to prove a number of previous convictions or the nature oL

Morrison's was suiriclent to cause any jury to convict him

without any rurther evidence., I believe the Judge, knowing
the prosecution had not proved the case, that there was a grave
douot that the case against morrison had not been proved beyond
doubt, deiiperately permitted the Crown lawyers to cross—examine
the prisoner, knowing that on his past record this revelation
would convince the jury that worrison was guilty., At least,
this is what he told me when I saw him in 1920, when he was
giving up hope or ever being released.

Ordinary citizens have a greater rear oz burgliars than
any other criminal.

The jury had before them a prisoner who was powerrully
built, who looked a dangerous man and who acted like a violent
man in the witness box under cross-examination by wMr, muir of
his criminal past, years ot penal servitude ror burglary. One
must remember that in the public memory was the recent massacre
ot the City policemen by a gang or alien burglars; standing
in the dock was worrison, a roreigner, also a burglar. The
so-called battle ol Sidney Street was still a topic or
conversation. These assassins were so dangerous that the Army

had to be cailed out to shoot them. That jury would have found

lMorrison guilty or any crime without any proor. The Judge
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