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Thére was no pension ir the claimant had an income or of
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Hny poor person with an income of under 10/- a wee
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had reached the age of 70 in 1909 must have  beéen so rare

excite the curiosity or all soecial workers., My famil,

gtilloliving in the Gardens.
After the slum clearance ot "The: Nichol",

ythnal Greens The yo
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find employment for the youth or Be

lads who had left school were compelled to idle their d

streets, and who would inevitably swell the pris

The young men I associated with had found casual e

in the.docks, Spitalfields market and the othner meat an

markets.  Many had married and had families. The yowr

who had left school or refo
of Brieck Lane, ready to begin thei
Unknown to the many thousands oI boys, their names woul
be recorded on.the files or the Criminai Record 0Office,
on the War Office casualties lists and the War Graves C

In my home, conditions had changed for the better

eldest sister Harriet had done well with her business,

to persons oI 70 years a pension of 5/ - per

Unemployment was still wid
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There were tive oi us working together; what was remarkabie

about this business was that none or: the others had been in
prison. When we raided a club, we were ail armed; all had
orders not to use any weapons unless we were gttacked. When

we made a raid on an alien club, we made everyone stand up,
then we would take the banker's bank which was always in a
box. wone of the patrons were ever intertered with,

Soon the big time gamblers began to stay away from the
spielers through personali fears of a shooting match., I always
wondered what would happen it some or the aliens had started
a Iight.

In 1910, the police were alerted to a number of Russian
refugees, most or whom were Irom sessarabia or one or the Russian |
states. The Special oranch at Scotland Yard regarded them as (

anarchists, political retrugees,

The rirst warning or the danger in our midst came rrom
Tottenham, north London. Two Russian anarchists snatched a bank

satchel containing some £80 and in the attempt to capture them

some twenty people were shot, rour Tatally, including a policeman
and a child or ten years, also the two gunmen who were killed.

The police tailed to take the necessary steps to prevent a
further occurrence oi the use of armed violence in resisting the
law. This outrage should have warned the police or the

desperadoes in our midst who were masquerading as political

refugees,






