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\ itor to prot € and to demand my legal this,

/Athout any doubt I woul SIrr on bail.
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Ol tea, one elght ounce loaf. Atter cleaning the ecell we were
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The large space between the cell biocks wa
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large ovali circular paths, where prisoners exercised on g
two~foot wide concrete path. The men walked round =an rounc

for an hour. After some thirty minutes exercise, the parade
suddenly stopped at a signal by a warder blowing his whistle:
all the men faced one wWay. The reason the exercise stopped
A large number of C.I.D. ofricers, with a number of
warders from other prisons, were about to inspect the prisoners,
Y These C,I.D, officers drawn from ail over the London police
divisions were inspecting the prisoners for the purpose of
identification,

Any old oftender who had previous convictions would be
noted and their prison numbers would be recorded., Lach prisoner
on parade wore a prison number or s badge.,

The C,I.D, oftricers and warders Irom other prisons would
exchange greetings with each prisoner they recognised, all

in good humour, some of the prisoners seeming to be actuall

.
pleased that the orricers had not forgotten them.

This practice or wisual identification to prove pPrevious
convictions was the recognised legal method in use in asLl
the criminal courts ot snglend and Wales; it was open to abuse
because it depended on the integrity and infallibility o1 an
individual police officer or warder,

In 1902, tingerprints were beginning to be used for the
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the prosecution. Court decision: committed for trial, in

comments, no inquiries concerning my
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This magistrate was not a credit to the legai profession

or to the bench., Like the court where, he presided, he belonged
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to the Victorian age wnose only faith was punishment, more
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punishment, and still more punishmente. These Victo
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sat on the bench distributing what they called justice, in

those so~-called glorious years, sent even little children to

die on the scaffold. No one was safe from their cruelty.

After we were sent for trial at the oeasions, we were
put back into the cells where my mother visited me and brought
s )

me some food,' She told me the policeman on the door of the
court would not allow her into the court. We were taken back
to Holloway to await triai on the 4th March, 1902,at the Horth
London Sessions, Clerkenwell.
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nlace a terror to evil doers"
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